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FEOM  THE  PROVIDENCE  JOUItNAL,  JANUARY  3,  1870. 


To-day  tho  Journal  celebrates  its  Golden 
Wedding.  Fifty  years  ago,  this  day,  it  formed 
•with  the  interests,  the  prosperity,  the  fame  of 
Rhode  Island,  that  alliance  which  has  continued, 
unbroken  and  unshaken,  to  the  present  time.  With 
what  degree  of  ability  and  success  its  part  of 
the  contract  has  been  fulfilled,  what  legi- 
timate influence  it  has  exerted  upon  the 
State,  it  becomes  not  us  to  discuss.  But  we  have 
a  right,  for  ourselves,  and  for  those  who  preceded 
us,  to  put  in  its  claim  for  the  fidelity,  the  industry 
and  the  devotion  to  the  State  which  have 
steadily  characterized  it,  and  to  which,  and  to 
the  favor  of  the  people  among  whom  it  has 
been  published,  it  is  indebted  for  whatever  posi- 
tion it  has  attained,  and  ^Yhatever  prosperity  it 
enjoys. 

On  Monday,  the  third  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty,  was  issued  the  first  number 
of  the  JManufactureks'  and  Farmers'  Journal 
and  Providenck  and  Pawtucket  Advertiser. 
It  was  printed  semi-weekly;  the  printers  were 
Miller  &  Ilutchens  ;  "Honest  John  Miller," 
he  was  styled,  a  printer,  and  John  Ilutchens, 
a  bookseller.  The  editor  was  William  E.  Rich- 
mond, who  still  survives  in  a  green  old  age, 
with  good  bodily  health,  and  mental  vigor 
unimpaired.  In  his  long  life,  dating  back 
before  the  beginning  of  the  government  under 
the  federal  constitution,  he  has  seen  Providence 
grow,  from  a  straggling  seaport  town,  of  six  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  to  a  large  city,  the  second  in 
New  England,  with  seventy  thousand  people, 
with  a  wonderful  development  and  diversity  of 
industry,  with  a  valuation  of  near  a  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  returning  a  production  which, 
in  proportion  to  the  population,  we  think  is  not 


exceeded  any  where  in  the  world.  An  article 
from  his  pen  appears  in  this  day's  paper,  and  attests 
the  vigor  with  which  at  the  age  of  more  than  eigh- 
ty years  he  still  discusses  the  sul)jects,  which,  half 
a  century  ago,  employed  his  editorial  pen.  The. 
leading  object  in  the  establishment  of  the  Journal 
was. the  cncouragenicnt  of  American  industry, 
then  beginning  to  exhibit  itself  in  manufactures 
and  the  mechanic  arts.  In  its  prospectus 
and  in  the  leading  article  of  the  first 
number,  tho  importance  of  sustaining  and 
protecting  American  industry  is  set  forth  at 
length,  and  the  policy  then  advocated  it  has 
steadily  supported,  till  it  has  seen  the  rivers  of 
Rhode  Island,  which  then  flowed  idly  to  the  sea, . 
chained  to  the  service  of  industry,  the  valleys  teem- 
ing with  wealth,  and  filled  by  a  prosperous,  intel- 
ligent and  happy  j)eople ;  and,  th*;  power  of  water 
being  insufHcient,  the  mightier  one  of  steam  has 
been  added  to  it,  till  all  the  State  is  one  busy  hive 
of  industry. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1823,  Mr.  INIiller  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  his  partner,  and  continued 
the  publication  of  the  Journal  on  his  own  ac- 
count. On  the  1st  of  JNIay,  1833,  he  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  George  Paine,  and  the  paper  was 
continued  by  Miller  &  Paine.  In  February,  1836, 
the  paper  was  i)urchased  by  George  W.  Jackson, 
who  published  it  till  July  1,  1838,  when  he  sold  it 
to  Joseph  Knowlcs  and  AVilliam  L.  Burroughs,  by 
whom  it  was  i)ul)lished,  under  the  firm  of  Knowles 
&  Burroughs,  till  February  1,  1839,  when  Mr. 
Burroughs  retired,  and  was  succeeded  by  John 
W.  Vose,  and  the  paper  was  continued  by  them 
under  the  style  of  Kno\vles  &  Vosc.  On 
the  1st  of  July,  1840,  Henry  B.  Anthony 
was     admitted    a    partner,    and    the  papei: 
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was  published  under  the  name  of  Knowles,  Vose 
&.  Anthony,  till  the  death  of  Mr.  Vose,  in  1848, 
when  it  was  continued  by  the  surviving  partners, 
under  the  name  of  Knowles  &.  Anthony  ;  and  on 
the  1st  of  January,  18G3,  on  the  admission  of  Geo. 
W.  ])aniclson,  as  a  partner,  the  name  was  changed 
to  Knowles,  Anthony  ])anielson,  by  whom  it 
has,  since  that  time,  Ijccu  published.  The  editors 
of  the  JouiiN'AL  have  been  William  E.  Eichmond, 
Thomas  Rivers,  Benjamin  F.  Ilallett,  Lewis 
Gaylord  Clarke,  George  Paine,  John  B- 
Snow,  Thomas  11.  Webb,  Henry  B.  Anthony, 
James  B,  AngcU,  George  W.  Daniclson.  (Jf 
the  past  editors,  Mr.  Kichmoud,  Mr.  Clarke, 
and  Mr.^Angell  survive. 

In  1824,  the  Indi'jwiuknt  Inquirer,  a  weekly 
paper,  which  had  been  started  the  year  before,  was 
transferred  to  the  Joliuvai.  and  its  name  changed 
to  the  Kiioui:;  Isr.  vNi)  Coln  ru v  JoujtxAL,  under 
which  it  is  still  published.  On  the  1st  of  July, 
1829,  tlie  Daily  Jouunal  was  started.  On  the 
2Gth  of  Jauua)-y,  1803,  the  I'^vlnim;  Bul*,i:tin 
was  started. 

The  mechanical  history  of  the  Journal  il- 
lustrates the  jjrogre.-^s  of  tlie  art  of  ijiiuiing. 
It  was  hrst  printed  on  tlio  old  fashioned  hand 
press,  which  v/as  thought  to  do  rajjid  work 
at  240  iuij)res.-?ioiis  an  hour.  It  would  re- 
(piire  three  ilays,  working  nil  the  time,  night  and 
day,  tor  that  press  to  woi  k  <Jlf  our  ])resent  ilaily  edi- 
tions. The  (irst  im[)rovement  was  a  machine  roller, 
in  place  of  balls  for  inking  the  tyi)e,  and  this,  in 
18.')(),  was  succeeded  by  an  Adams  press,  of  })rim- 
itivc  construction,  which,  performed  the  marvel- 
lous work  of  8UU  impressions  in  an  hour,  ami  it 
was  thought,  carried  the  art  ot  printing  to  its  ul- 
timate cajjability 

The  JouKXAL  was  tirst  printed  in  the  buihling 
known  as  the  (JId  Collee  House,  No.  1  Market 
(Square,  which  stood  at  the  corner  of  Marki't 
Scpiare  and  Canal  street,  on  the  site  now  occaijied 
by  the  Bunk  of  Commence  and  the  Ecjuitable 
Insurance  C'ompany.  'JMieace,  in  Au^nist,  1823, 
it  was  removed  to  the  L^nion  liiiilding,  ou  the 
west  side  of  the  bridge.  In  NovemI)''r,  1824,  it 
was  removed  to  the  Granite  Buihling  adjoining 
the  old  Cotlee  House.  In  iNTay,  1833,  it  was  re- 
nu)ved  to  Whip])lc's  Building  on  College  stn.'ct,  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  lot  on  which  the  new  Woods' 
block  stands.  There  it  remained  till  1841,  when, 
following  "tlie  course  of  empiiv,"  it  again 
crossed  the  great  bridge,  ami  established  itself  in 
Washington  Buildings,  \vhere  it  has  ever  since 
been  jjrinted;  and  in  the  following  year,  the  old 
Adams  press  gave  way  to  a  new  one  of  imjtroved 
construction,  under  the  same  patent.    This  bcrvcd 


us  for  eleven  years,  when  a  steam  engine  and  a 
cylinder  press  of  Hoe's  patent  were  introduced, 
and  in  18G2  a  second  press  of  the  same  construc- 
tion but  of  double  capacity  was  adJed. 

For  many  years,  the  Jourxal  was  ready  for 
the  press  at  about  the  hour  when  the  work  of  a 
morning  paper  now  really  commences.  A  few 
tin  lamps,  tilled  with  sperm  oil,  and  their  bottoms 
weighted  with  lead,  so  as  not  to  lip  over  upon  the 
type  where  they  were  i)laeed,  sup[)lied  us  with 
light,  and  the  cost  of  the  whole,  for  a  year,  was 
not  equal  to  a  week's  gas  bill  at  present. 

Of  all  the  great  agencies  of  civilization,  in  none 
has  the  advance  been  more  wonderful  than  in 
journalism.  Long  after  the  .loLiiXAL  was  establish- 
ed, the  New  \mk  and  Boston  papers  did  not  togeth- 
er circulate  a  hundred  copies  in  I'rovidence.  Lor 
our  external  news  we  depended  upon  the  mails, 
and  little  attention  was  jiaid  to  local  infornu\tiou. 
Day  after  day,  the  Trovidence  papers  came  out 
without  an  item  of  news  that  had  not  been  read, 
the  day  before,  by  tlu  few  who  took  the  New- 
York  ])apers.  The  Jul'i:\  vl  wasamong  the  earliest 
papers  that  exhibited  bi'irit  and  enterpri-^e  in  the 
collection  of  news.  Mr.  Jackson,  nu)re  than 
thirty  years  ago,  orgiini/.ed  ex]iresscs  for  the  col- 
lection of  election  returns,  and  Samuel  A.  Coy,  of 
Westerly,  who  lirst  took  charge  of  them  for 
W'ashington  and  Kent  counties,  still  appears  in 
our  ollice  regularly,  on  the  night  of  an  election, 
with  the  ])apers  di.-.trihutetl  among  his  various 
pockets,  never  lo^in;^  one,  but  never  knowing  at 
lirst  in  which  jiocket  he  lias  jiut  them,  and  bearing 
his  seventy-nine  years  as  though  he  were  a  boy. 
^lany  times  the  Joi  itXAL  run  expresses  from 
Boston  to  obtain  election  news,  and  Bichard 
llaughton,  of  the  B;jston  Atlas,  the  most  enter- 
prising newspa[)er  man  of  his  day,  always  supplied 
it  with  the  re-^ults  of  his  own  labor 
and  expenditure.  AW'  remember  that,  at  an  iin- 
j)ortant  cleciion,  he  cxpres.sed  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  the  wonder  of  the  whole  country,  and 
especially  to  that  of  the  sleepy  deni/eus  of  the 
"OKI  Dominion,"  charterin;r  a  steamboat,  the  John 
\y .  liichmond,  we  believe,  liom  New  York  to 
Providence,  where  he  <iave  us  the  news,  and  then 
to  Boston,  by  a  special  train.  The  Jouuxal 
horse  expresses  have  repeatedly  come  from  Bos- 
ton inside  of  lour  hours,  driven  generally  by  ()rson 
Mollitt,  with  election  news,  and  with  foreign  news 
bv  the  Cu'.iarders,  w  hieh  was  always  expressed  to 
us  when  the  ship  arrl\ed  alter  the  i;lo.-iing  o' 
Saturday's  mail,  and  in  time  for  us  to  us,c  it  fo 
Monday's  paper. 

In  1841,  the  JouitxAL  organized  a  system  ol 
early  news,  by  which  it  gained  great  credit,  Th 


only  mail  from  New  York  arrived,  in  the  early 
morning,  by  way  of  Stoninf^ton.    Tlie  news,  iii- 
cliuliiig  a    letter  from  AVushington,  was  set  nj) 
in  New  York,  and  the  type  sent  in  boxes,  reaeli- 
ing  us  in  time  to  be  put  upon  the  press  for  our 
morning  edition,  thus  giving  our  readers  the  aol- 
vantage  of  full  twenty-four  hours,  for  e\  crvlhing 
whicli  came  from  New  York,  and  anticipating  the 
New  i'ork  papers  themselves.   Wlieii  the  day  line, 
between  Boston  and  New  York,  \vas  first  estab- 
lished, by  way  of  the  Long  I.ihind  and  Xorw  ieli 
and  W'luxester  r;iih-oads,  tlie  douuN'.vr,  regularly 
expressed  the  New  York  morning  jtapers,  from 
Danielsonville,  and,  at  lir.-^t,  ]jeople  would  come 
iato  the  olliee  to  see  the  inar\el  of  a  New  York 
paj)i'r  in  Providence  Mie  day  that  it  was  printed. 
These  recitals  show  the   expedients  which  were 
resorted  to,  at  that  not  very  remote  ])eriod,  to  ob- 
tain the  intelligence  of  what  wa.s  Lioing  on  in  the 
world.     In  1848,  in  time  fortiie  Presidential  elec- 
tion, I'rovidence  was  placed  in  teh'graph  e  commu- 
nication, and  aithongii,  lor  a  con^iderable  time,  the 
new  arrangi  nients  were  of  a  \  ery  imprrrect  char- 
acter, it  Avas,  iVom  the  beginning,  such  an  im- 
provement over  tlie  existing  modo,  that  these  tell 
ra])idly  into  disn^e  ;  and  now,  iiisti'ad  of  [living 
the  news  iVom  New  I'ork  twent\  -lbnr  honrs  old, 
every  daily  paper  can  print  tlio  pioceeding s  of  the 
British  rai  liament,  tiie  morning  after  the  ailjoiirn- 
ment.     Presses   have   been   invented   that  will 
throw  off  n)ore  imprcs-ions  in  an  hour  than  that 
on  which  the  lir^t  cu\,y  of  tlu'  .)oi;k.n'.vi,  was 
printed  couhl  in  a  Avcek.    I'lMMm^iui.hv  reeoi-ds 
verljatim      speeches      ami      pr.Hcwdin->,  the 
lightning  ti-ansnuts  then;,  and  .steam  and  ma- 
cliinery  almost  rival  the  lightning  in   the  celerily 
with  which  they  mnltiply  the  copies.  IMitorial 
ability,  which  formerly  scjnght  to  manill  si  itself 
only  in  the  dijcnssion  of  the  (piestions  ol  iliMlay, 
now  linds  an  etpial  held  in  the  collection  and 
j)resentation  of  new.s ;  and  lU'w^paiter  cMiterpi  i,>e, 
exhausting  the  legitimate  snbjects  oi'  its  ojiera- 
tions,      sometimes     descends      to  discredila- 
ble    extremes,    invades    the    privacy     of  do- 
mestic    life,     and     linds     ^ulyeets     of  sen- 
sation   in  needless   ami  shame! id  jjersonalities. 
The  abuses  of  jonrnali.-m  grow,  as  well  as  its  ex- 
cellencies and  its  ])ower.    Nor\\  dl  tliesi',  ceasc',  till 
a  jnster  jjublie  sentiment  shall  no  lon<;er  denumd 
them,  no  longer  tolerate  them.     The  press,  like 
other  institutions,  will  be  what  the  people  reqnire. 

We  have  touched  upon  the  salient  points  in  the 
life  of  the  JouKNAL.  To  lill  up  the  details,  to 
give  the  full  history  of  a  ])apcr  so  identified  with 
the  community  in  which  it  has  been  printed,  woidd 
be  to  write  the  history  of  the  Miate.    To  give  the 


names  of  those  who,  from  ti.me  to  time,  have  made 
its  columns  a  medium  of  coniinnnicating  with  the 
j)ublic,  Avoiild  be  to  give  a  catalogue  o-  the  best 
thinkers,  the  mo>t  \  igorons  and  graceful  writers 
who  have  (lourished  in  llliode  Island,  during  the 
last  half  centnry. 

The  itrogrcss  of  the  JounwL  has  been  irradiml 
and  uniform  ;  it  has  grown  Milh  the  giowth  and 
strengthened  with  the  strength  of  the  community 
in  A\hich  il  is  jirinred,  and  with  which  all  its 
intcTesis  anil  all  its  operations  are  identified.  It 
has  had  no  siuldeu  start,  up  or  ilown  .  During  the 
war,  when  the  geU' ral  circnlatiun  of  new.-iiaiiers 
was  greatly  stimidatcd,  aiul  at  the  jieace,  when  it 
greatly  fell  off,  that  of  the  JofiiXAi.  weiit  steadily 
on,  each  year  bho\ving  a  moilerale  and  regular 
increase,  with  no  violent  changes.  Numerous 
papers  lM\e  starrnl  and  tailed  in  l'ru^l(U•nce 
since  this  was  cslahlished.  But  so  little  has  il  felt 
the'  elil-ets  of  such  com jictiiion,  that  no  one  coiiiil 
gitcss,  by  an  examination  ol  its  snb-cription  lists 
and  sales,  v.  hen  its  rivals  commenced  and  when 
they  stuppv'd.  All  this  shows  that  the  JofiiNAi. 
.supijlies  a  natural  w  ant  in  the  community,  ami 
that  this  want  iiicri'ases  as  the  coniinnnity  iu- 
cnases.  Jt  has  always  been  mainlaiiud  by  that 
commiiiiiiy.  It  Ij.is  never,  siuci;  it  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  its  present  prDprietms,  ami,  so  far  as 
we  know,  never  before,  called  for  con trihul ions  of 
money  nor  reeeiwd  a  dollar  from  any  otiier  source 
thaii  its  Icgitinnite  bnsincss,  ami  for  services  fairly 
reiideied.  It  has  had  no  gratnilii'S  ;  it  has  placed 
itself  under  no  obligations  to  andiitious  indL\iilu- 
als,  and  it  has  not  been  conducted  in  any  m.m's 
personal  interests.  It  has  not  been  t)\vncd  by 
men  will)  \vere  ashamed  to  avov,-  tlicir  connection 
with  it,  and  the  names  of  its  jn'oprietors  have 
alwavs  been  upon  its  imprint.  The  only  excejj- 
tion  to  this,  was  for  a  few  weeks  more  than  thirty 
years  ago,  w  hen  the  inter>  st  of' one  of  the  pro- 
jirietors  was  in  liliL;ation. 

if  what  we  have  written  savors  of  selfcompla- 
eency,  our  readers  will  bear  wiiness  that  we  sel- 
dom spciik  of  ourselves  ;  and  none  can  be  more 
conscious  than  we  are  that  whatever  success  and 
inllnence  the  .Jot  i;\Ar,  has  attained,  are  due  to  the 
fa\  or  that  those  and  the  iiredeeessors  of  those  who 
I  read  this  article  h.ive  accorded  to  it  ;    a  favor  that, 
I  has    been    cxiended      to     a'l     lionest  attempt 
I  to     furnish     a     p.iper     wurthy     of     tlh'  in- 
I  telligent,  pro-jn'rons  and    eiiliisatiil  coniiimnity 
j  in  whicli  it  is  published,  and  an  c.\ poncii t  of  the 
institutions,  the  modes  of  thought  and  of  action 
which  have  given  to  Kho^le   Islaiul  its  character. 
Whatever  would  benefit  the  interests  of  Bhode  Is- 
land, or  exalt  her  fame  or  illustrate  her  history, 


whatever  would  preserve  the  memory  of  her  past 
worthies,  or  urge  tlie  living  generation  to  emulate 
their  example,  we  have  endeavored  to  seize  and 
improve.  To  repeat  what  we  have  onec  hefore 
said,  we  have  always  regarded  the  Journal 
as  an  institution,  as  well  as  a  property,  and  for  no 
personal  advantage  have  we  overlooked  that  policy, 
or  sacrificed  its  reputation  to  its  profit.  It  has 
been  our  steady  ambition  so  to  conduct  it  that 
the  history  of  Kliode  Island  could  not  be  fiiirly  writ- 
ten without  making  honorable  mention  of  its  char- 
acter and  its  influence. 


As  the  Journal  has  been  in  the  past,  we  intend 
to  keep  it  in  the  future,  devoted  to  the  interests, 
identified  with  the  character  and  reflecting  the 
sentiment  of  Khode  Island ;  and  we  trust  that, 
the  large  growth  that  awaits  the  city  and  the 
State,  it  may  still  keep  even  pace,  and  that  long 
after  the  hand  which  pens  these  lines  has  mouldered 
in  the  dust,  the  Providknce  Journal  may  sur- 
vive to  future  generations,  a  living  representative 
of  the  ideas  aud  the  iubtitutions  oflihode  Island. 


ON  THE 

BY  WILLIAM  E.  RICHMOND,  ITS  FIRST  EDITOR. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the.  Juurmd  : 

Your  desire  to  know  the  early  history  of  the 
Providence  Journal,  now  within  a  few  days  of 
its  semi-centennial  existence,  is  perfectly  natural. 

Under  your  control  and  management,  that 
paper  has  obtained  a  scope  and  ])0wer  of  useful- 
ness in  this  State  and  country,  which  can  scarcely 
be  overrated.  I  cannot  pretend,  after  the  lapse  of 
half  a  century,  to  remember  all  the  preliminaries 
of  its  establishment.  Between  the  conclusion  of 
the  war  of  1812,  and  the  commencement  of  the 
year  1820,  an  opinion  arose  and  prevailed,  with 
increasing  strength  among  business  men,  that  a 
new  paper  was  re(iuired  by  the  public  interests. 
The  business  of  the  community  had  been  greatly 
modified  by  the  events  and  consequences  of  the 
war.  Capital  to  a  large  amount  had  been  with- 
drawn from  commerce,  and  invested  in  manufac- 
tures. Tlie  publishers  and  managers  of  the  news- 
papers then  in  circulation,  had  taken  uj)  the  erro- 
neous idea,  that  the  success  of  manufactures  would 
be  injurious  to  commerce,  and  destructive  to 
navigation. 

It  resulted,  therefore,  that  these  new  enterprises 
were  viewed  with  jealousy,  distrust,  and  aversion, 
by  a  portion  of  the  business  community,  and  re- 
ceived no  countenance  or  su{)port  from  the  cur- 
rent newspapers.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten, 
that  those  papers  in  their  competition  for  patron- 
age, had  gradually  fallen  under  the  control  of  in- 
dividuals. But  the  men  who  had  thus  embarked 
their  property  and  their  destiny,  in  a  new  under- 
taking, were  not  to  be  disheartened  by  trifles. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1819,  the  project  of  a 
new  paper  devoted  to  the  interests  of  productive 
industry  was  matured,  and  its  prrsonnd  engaged, 
the  first  number  to  appear  the  following  January. 
You  will  naturally  desire  to  know  the  names  of 
the  principal  founders  of  this  new  institution. 


First  and  foremost,  were  Samuel  and  John  Slater, 
who  having,  in  their  native  country,  learned  the 
cotton  spinning  business  from  Ark\NTight,  came 
here  and  made  their  first  establishments,  at  Paw- 
tucket  and  Slatersville  ;  David  Wilkinson,  one  of 
the  greatest  mechanics  the  world  has  ever  pro- 
duced ;  Timothy  Greene  and  Sons — the  oldest 
son  Samuel,  who  died  a  short  time  since  was  very 
industrious  in  the  dissemination  of  the  paper  and 
always  indefatigable  in  its  support;  Benjamin 
Aborn  and  George  Jackson,  his  partner,  who  were 
not  only  manufacturers,  but  deeply  engaged  in 
comuK'rce  ;  Anuisa  and  William  II.  ^lason,  then 
withdrawing  from  foreign  commerce,  to  invest 
their  caj>ital  in  manufactures  in  Connecticut ; 
the  Coventry  Manufacturing  Company,  consisting 
of  James  Burrill,  William  Anthony,  Samuel  Ar- 
nold, William  Valentine,  Kichard  Anthony, 
Joseph  Harris,  Richard  Jackson  and  Nathan  W, 
Jatksou  ;  William  Sprague,  the  eldor,  a  stalwart 
farmer,  bold  and  strong-minded,  who  conceived 
the  idea  of  creating  a  niarket  for  the  products  of 
his  farm,  by  building  and  stocking  a  cotton  mill ; 
who  was  his  own  factotum,  and  on  his  return 
from  the  town  at  night,  could  detail  to  his  clerk 
in  their  turn,  and  each  with  all  essential  particu- 
lars, one  luindred  business  transactions  ;  his  two 
sons,  Anuisa,  meditative  and  thoughtful,  and  al- 
ways I'cvolving  great  enterprises  in  his  mind,  and 
William,  afterwanls  Governor  of  the  State  and 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  who  were  then 
sui)erintendents  in  the  mill;  James,  Christopher 
and  William  Ithodes,  who  wore  also  very  indus 
trious  and  eflieient  in  the  ostablislnnent  of"  The 
lihode  Island  Suciety  for  the  Iju-ouragement  uf 
Domestic  Industry."  These  and  nuuiy  others, 
supported  by  the  sympathy  of  thousands  of  the 
residents  on  our  many  water  courses,  ^^ere  the 
founders  of  the  i\lA.xuFACTUia-:RS  and  FAiori;usj 


.TocR.VAL,  wliicli  was  started  as  a  semi-weekly 
pai.er. 

It  was  well  understood  in  the  early  yeai's  of  the 
JouuNAT.,  iliat  the  paper  was  to  have  ao  concern  iu 
party  ])oiities.  This  rule  was  so  strictly  ob-*erved, 
that  durin;^  the  exeiteuiont  occasioned  by  the  Mis- 
soui  i  C'oui]jroini>.v,  that  sulyect  was  not  mentioned 
in  the  jjapcr,  exccptiuii'  in  the  rcjiort  oi'Conf^rrssion- 
al  pr()c  >.edip.;^<,  althou;;h  many  articles  condi-mna- 
tory  of  \hv.  compvomise,  were  I'lirnished  liy  the 
editor  for  the  ^\ hk  n\\tii,  edited  by  I'rof.  William 
(}.  Goiidaril.  It\\  as  afterwards  deemed  no  inl'rac- 
tion  (jf  this  rule,  to  advocate  the  formation  of  a 
written  consiitiitiun  of  the  State. 

In  and  about  the  year  IS20,  althouudi  there 
^Yerc^as  many  ne\vs[ia]iers  as  tlie  c<immunity  re- 
(paired,  there  was  lU)  .sy.-teiu;i.lie  and  well  managed 
journalism.  A  jirinfer  and  jaibli.dier,  for  the  I'ur- 
pose  of  extendii];^'  his  business,  put  forth  proj)Osal.s 
and  is.iued  a  siibsei  iptiou  Ibr  a  new  i)ai)er.  If  tiie 
nund)er  of  sllb^erille^s  were,  in  his  oi)iwion,  suHi- 
cient  to  pay  t!ie  expense,  he  en;4a;4cd  a  person  to 
edit  and  supervise  the  ))a[)er.  At  that  time  liter- 
ary lalxu"  of  this  ilescriiition  was  to  meanly  com- 
pensated, that  no  lawyer,  jihysieiim,  or  school- 
master would  undertake  the  bubiness  for  mer(;ly 
the  monetary  reuuiueralioii.  In  the  case  c  f  the 
first  editor  of  the  JoritN  Ai.,  there  w 's  no  denuiiul 
or  stipulation  tor  ])ay.  'I'hat  person  saw  the 
necessity  of  a  sacriliee  by  some  one  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  <j,reat  public  iiiter(.'sts,  and  he  con- 
sented to  a  temp<jrary  su])ei  vi-,ion  of  the  .Jour- 
nal. A  reference  to  the  early  iiles  of  that  paper, 
now  in  the  editorial  library,  T\ill  enable  yon  to  es- 
timate the  amount  of  labor  bestowed.  It  was 
almost  exehi.sively  in  the  ni^ht  season  that  the 
Joi'r.NAF.  \\as  edited,  as  a  relaxation  from  the 
daily  labors  of  another  prolessiou  ;  and  it  was  un- 
derstood fioin  the  he'iiiuiiii;.;-,  that  so  soon  as  the 
J()t;i;xAt,  could  be  considered  as-^eenrely  establisii- 
eil,  another  etlitor  should  be  ]>r(jciired.  At  the 
eiul  of  the  lirst  year  the  name  of  the  editor  was 
omitted  froni  the  imprint  iu  consequence  of  the 
increase  of  j)rofes.>ional  business,  but  he  continued 
for  sever;vl  years  thereafter  an  intbrmal  oversi;;ht 
of,  and  couti  ibulioa  to  it.i  columns,  tor  whieh,  and 
lor  all  jjrevious  labors,  he  received  the  sum  of 
five  hundrcil  dollars. 

SImultaneoii.?ly  wiih  the  establishment  of  the 
Joi;i;xAi.,  a  f^eiieral  discussion  of  what  was  then 
called  //('-  'I'<irii/'  (>'i,..fi()u  broke  out,  alont;  the 
bcaboard  of  the  c.iuiilry,  from  the  Tortlaiul  Anjii>;, 
soutlierl_y  to  the  Kiehmond  Jiujii/rt  r.  Jud^o 
Story,  Mr.  Lowell,  of  l>oston,  Kev.  Lynuin 
Beeeher,  IMatthew  Cary,  William  Duaui',  lle/.ekiah 
Niles,  the  veteran  editor  of  the  liieluuoud  IiK/ntrcr, 
occasionally  (iales  and  Seaton,  of  the  Ndiional 


IttteJlifjencer,  Henry  Whcaton,  and  others  of  great 
name  and  consideration  in  the  country,  laid  them- 
selves out  freely,  in  this  contest.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  discussion,  a  large  majority  of  the 
democratic  party  then  predominant  in  the  coun- 
try and  in  nearly  every  State,  were  in  favor  of  \ 
protection  to  domestic  industry,  in  consequence 
of  their  political  hostility  to  Great  Britain  ;  while 
as  large  a  majority  of  the  federal  i)arty,  then  in 
the  last  years  of  its  existence, 
were  in  favor  of  unrestricted  commerce. 
The  ellect:3  of  the  discussion  soon  be- 
come ai)])arent,  in  the  rapid  change,  among  indi- 
viduals, of  oj)inion  and  position.  The  slave  power 
iu\d  already  obtained  preeminence  and  dictator- 
ship (jwv  the  democratic  party,  and  virtually  ruled 
and  direeied  all  the  measures  of  the  government. 
The  nornuil  instincts  of  that  party  soon  led  it  to 
perceive  thedauger  to  it.self  of  the  establishment  in 
the  country  of  an  organized  system  of  free  and  well 
paid  lai)or  ;  andaltliough  its  i)rincipal  leader,  Mr. 
Calhoun,  had  already,  in  1 81 0,  concurred  with 
Mr.  Burrill,  of  this  State,  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  establishment  of  a  .s(iuare  yard  duty 
on  cotton  elolli,  iu  apprehension  of  the  rivalship 
with  our  southern  btaj)le,  of  Itulia  cotton,  that 
gentleman  now  reversed  his  policy,  toto  cido,  and 
declared  his  utter  hostility  to  every  foroi  of  legis- 
lative protection.  He  was  followed  implicitly  by 
the  whole  of  the  ruling  southern  population.  Nor 
less  signal  was  the  change  of  opinion  and  position 
on  the  (jther  haml.  At  the  opening  of  the  discus- 
sion, Boston  and  its  de])cndent  cities  were  nearly 
unanimous  in  oppo.sition  to  a  jirotective  tariff. 
Webster,  Choate,  Story,  Otis,  iiuleed  all  their 
great  orators,  all  their  capitalists,  all  their  mer- 
chants, great  and  small,  all  their  traders,  all  their 
bankers,  and  all  their  money  changers  of  every  de- 
scription, were  frantic  in  their  opposition.  Meet- 
ings were  hehl,  committees  ai)pointed,  reports  re- 
ceived, speeches  made  by  theii-  great  orators,  and 
remoustrauees  adopted  and  forwarded  to  Con- 
gress. In  1823— t,  another  demonstration  in  op- 
])Osition  to  ])rotection  was  made  in  the  same 
(piarter,  with  greatly  diminished  intensity;  but  in 
18-!7-8,  luinihilc  ilnitt !  all  the  aforsaid  orators, 
nu;rchauts,  capitalists,  traders,  bankers,  and 
money  changers,  came  out  with  e([ual  unanimity 
and  ardor,  in  favor  of  the  tariU'of  1828.  I  refer 
you  again  to  the  contemporaneous  files  of  the 
Journal  for  the  part  whieh  that  paper  niaiii- 
taiiu.'d  in  these  discussions. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me,  at  this  time,  to  por- 
tray in  detail  the  >voiuierful  impetus  which  the  ta- 
rilfof  1828  gave  to  the  industry*  of  the  country. 
As  a  general  thing,  it  advanced  the  textile  fabrics 
in  number  and  finish,  it  laid  the  foundation  of  the 


cotton  printing,  and  it  greatly  extended  the  do-  j  througli  faint-heartcdness  and  compromise, 
mestic  market  for  raw  cotton.  It  finally  brought  |  tliroiigli  National  lu-puhlicauism  and  Whigism, 
into  existenee,  new  mill  maiiufactnres  and  handi-  I  tlirougli  Polk,  Fillmore,  Tierce  and  Buchanan,  it 
craft  trades,  numerous  aud  useful,  and  up  to  that  j  has  been  unwavering  and  etleeiivc,  in  its  support 
time  unknown  in  the  country.  These  new  under-  of  legislaiive  pruteetion  for  home  industry.  Need 
takings,  sympathizing  with  the  ordinary  business  !  I  say  anything  in  re[)!y  to  the  oft  exploded  sophis-^ 


of  the  country,  produced  new  subdivisions  of  labor,  j  try 


■h  is,  now  urged  np'on  ns  as  if  it  had  iiever 
a  caU'for  new  laborers  and  advanred  eompensation  j  before  1/een  urged.  The  light  of  history  dissi- 
for  every  descrijition  of  labor.      With  increased  |  pates  that  sophistry 

compensatioii,  the  laborer  felt  a  new  ability  to  i  there  a  luition  on  earth  that  is  richer  by  cxchan 
])urchase  and  enjoy  the  comlbrts  and  luxuries  of 
life.    Our  commerce  sooii  l)egaa  to  feel  the  elllets 


of  increasing  consumption,  the  importation  of 
foreign  comlbrts  and  luxiu-ies,  anvl  its  new  pros- 
perity at  once  exploded  the  solemn  croakings  of 
the^nti-taritV  i)arty. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  ses- 
sion of  1827-23,  the  anti-tarilf  parties,  north  and 
SQiith,  despatched  two  agents  to  ICngland  to  open 
correspondence  with  the  ministry  and  leading 
mercantile  lirms  of  that  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  devising  measures  by  whicli  tlie  object  of  the 
tarilfoflS2S  migiit  be  defeated,  if  we  nta}' believe 
the  newspa[)cr  statements,  these  men  were  received 
with  welcom<5,  in  ministerial  and  mercantile  cir- 
cles. The  idea  of  a  secix't  league  between  the 
British  (Jovernment  and  the  southern  malcon- 
tents, and  the  terms  on  Ashieh  it  could  be  estab- 
lished, ^vas  delibeiMtely  considered. 

On  the  part  of  the  maleontents,  it  was  demand- 
ed that  the  yonthern  States,  in  case  of  separation 
from  the  L'nion,  >diouM  be  received  into  nnion 
with  (ireat  Britain,  and  should  be  allowed  a  cer- 
tain number  t*!'  peera;;es  and  a  certain  numlier  of 
beats  in  the  Kii^li.^h  House  ofOonunons.  To  this 
was  to  be  added  the  lull  proteetion  of  slavery,  as 
then  cstablishe<l  iiy  law,  in  the  Southern  States. 
The  respcnise  of  the  ministry  to  tliesi;  pr()po.^itit>ns 
was,  that  the  re([uired  seats  in  the  two  houses  of 
Parliament  might  begranted,  but  that  no  ministry 
in  Great  iiritaiii  coidd  maintain  a  stipulation  for 
the  i)rotection  of  American  slavery,  ami  it  was 
finally  coneluiled  that,  in  ]ilaeeof  Ibrnial  stipula- 
tions, a  perpetual  although  informal  friendshij) 
shoidd  exist  between  the  parties,  t<j  be  manifested 
by  either,  as  opportunity  might  allow.  The  hur- 
ried acknowledgement  of  southern  rebels  as  bel- 
ligerents, in  18G1,  and  the  subsei[ueni  destruction 
of  the  Ameriean  meieanlile  navy,  on  the  high  seas, 
by  pirates  etpiipped  and  sent  forth  by  pt'nnission 
of  the  English  government,  PvrjiiUit  i)liisijiiuiu 
Punted,  was  only  a  ])ublic  expression  of  the  poli- 
cy tiiat  in  the  intervening  years  lunl  actuated  that 
Government. 

And  all  these  years,  from  1S20  to  1870,  the 
Journal  has  been  steadfast  to  the  principles  of 
its  establishment.     Through    thick  and  thin, 
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through  all  the  ages.  Is 
I  that  is  i-icher  by  exchang- 
ing it.-5  raw  material  for  the  manufactured  articles 
of  another  nation  ' 

Our  ancestors  in  England,  nine  centuries  ago, 
coiioignetl  their  fleeces  of  wool  to  the  merchants 
of  the  Low  Countries,  for  the  jjurchase  of  manu- 
factured goods  of  all  descriptions.    In  process  of 
time,  the  returns  of  these  transactions  became 
proverbial  as  "  Plemish  accounts,"  and  Parlia- 
ment interfered,  prohibiting  the  ex])ortation  of 
wool.    They  not  only  did  this,  but  they  enacted 
a  law  that  every  peison  deceased,  shotdd  be  buried 
in  wool.    This  course  of  legislation,  in  regard  to 
raw     liiati.-riaLs      aud     manufactured  articles 
became      general,       and       was  persistently 
continued     to     the     present     day.       It  has 
enriched       lOngland,       notwithstanding  her 
immense  waste  of  ]iroductive  power,  in  forests 
and  uncultivated    \n\vks  and  pleasure  grounds. 
Tiiere  is   no  other    nation  of  thirty  millions  so 
rieh  a^  she.    IJvery  nation  that  follows  the  same 
policy  is  rieh,  e\  ery   nation  which  neglects  that 
policy  is  poor,    'f'he  idea  office  tratle  is  Utopian. 
How  can  any   mo\  enient  or  transaction  be  free 
which  jiays  a   tax      A\'liere  is  the  government 
which  demaiuls  no  tax 

The  unvarying  sufiport,  at  times  very  able  aud 
eirective,  gi\ en  b}'  the  Joi'itXAL  to  the  principles 
on  which  it  was  cstablisheti,  fifty  years  ago,  have 
deservedly  attracted  to  it  the  conlidence  and  suj)- 
port  of  the  business  eommnnity  ;  while  in  science, 
literature,  and  general  iiilcrmation,  the  labors  of 
an  cilieient  staif,  of  varietl  and  extensive  attain- 
ments, are  duly  appreciated  by  the  cultivated 
classes. 

In  the  adaptation  of  the  dillerent  ingredients 
composing  a  newspaper,  consists  the  art  of  the 
journalist,  ami  his  ]»(jwer  to  please  the  community. 
Seholarship  alone  cannot  do  it, — it  must  add  to 
seholastic  attainments  the  gradual  accpiisitions  of 
time  and  experience,  and  v.  hen  these  comjjoncuts 
are  symmeirieally  and  gracefully  ntiitcd,  the  art  of 
journalism  is  aitaiiied.  'With  sincere  good  wishes 
for  your  continued  pi\«..j.erir}-,  and  that  of  the 
JouuNAL  you  so  ably  conduct, 

I  am  }  Ours  truly, 

"William  E.  Richmond. 


PROVIDENCE  FIFTY  YEARS  AGO. 


dump's. —  E»oij:ilalio!3.—  \VIjat    xve  I?Ii-*r*.— 
Wiji  aSiUMiJoii.— -faa'jiajj  .tlfK4'uzi<'.— 4.!hni<le 

Fifty  years  have  iiia^le  n.'inark;U)le  cliaii;i;es  in 
Pri'Viileiu;<-.    Old   hr.jdiiiarks   have  di^appciu chI, 
and  new  moninuents  o\  pr  ^^^pcrity,  imhlic  f-pirit 
and  reliufd  tasle  have  .--i'rihi'.';  up.    Did  (uistoms, 
ill  trade  and  in  r^ceial  lilc,  have  <:i\eii  i)lace  lo 
modem  idva^  in  the  e  njatfer;.    .Me.i  wiio  in 
18-^0  lilli'd  plui  cs  ol"  lioiii.r  a. id  inllueiice,  aiul 
wei'e  noted  lor  tlie   piiident  canliou  v.  illi  v»h*U'ii 
they  directed  pulilie  ati'ii;  s  and  created  public  opin- 
ion, have  been  t'iu;cei,(h'd  hy  mind.-i  look in;^  lor- j 
ward  and  not  backward,  v.  ho  ^.lril;e  (Mit  lor  their  j 
};-enera'iij!\   iic.v   liiu ol'  |)oru'y,  (k'Vc  loj)    new  | 
ideas  (d'  hanian  relalions  and  oi"  lumian  obli^a- j 
tit)n5;  and  'iK'n',  wlieai  tlicy  ;  hall  have     riilied  i 
their  bviet  hour  up(;ii  the  ,-iaue  ofaciion,  will  iti 
like  niann(;i- dei)arL  lo  make  room  lor  .sueees.-ors. 
yo,  as  tin-  wi.-e  man    w:ile^  it,    "iri;e '^elieialion 
pas.-otli  aAvay,  and  auollit  r  g..:u-r  ilion  omelh." 

Shonld  i,ne  v,  iu)  h'l't  i'i  ovidi  nce  hall"  a  centiuy 
a2,(>  rcdiu'n  'lor  the  lk>t  linie  (o-d  ly,  he  woidd  look 
alm(!.st  in  vain  tor  objects  lamiliar  [;>  Ids  child- 
hood. The  city  (n  17;;  n  tiiins  comparative  ly  lew 
rendndeis  oi  the  tuwn  ol  ISJO.  C^.nnpare  the 
reeeui  map  by 'I'liompson  \villi  that  ol' l.oc!:w(jtal 
arid  Ckl^!lin■^,  o;-  with  the  earlier  cue  oi  Anthony, 
and  tlie  ;-!<>ry  id"  ehanue  wid  be  Kdd  in  their  (jut- 
line.s  and  lints  cn"  diaail,  i/iore  e.;miirebcii.-ively 
llian  can  be'  related  in  wt),d.;. 

In   J!^-0  ll)C  p.;pi!lation    of  Providence  was 
ll,7h"),  YJ/^  :  en  ll'e  vast  r-ide,  (;,G27,  in(;hidinii:  7(i.O 
ccdored  jaasons  ;  on  the  we<t  sid?,  oJlH.  inel  nhi^- 
'270  colored.    Oa  il<e  ea-t  side  there  were  ;;(J  I'c.r- 
eii^-ners  \wX   n.diiraiizcd ;   on   ihc   W(;si,  side,  U; 
number    of  dwelling'    hon  es,    1,1(;0.     .\l  thi.U 
tinie  the  pupniation  of  N'onii  ikovideiice  \va;; 
■2,  ll'.l,  \i/. :  ^kil  m  l!  '.,  rnd  1/.M(I  frmai-.  -^,  beiuL;- | 
an  increaf.,e  of  (iljj  in  t»m  }  ear>.    Jula'.dinu- on  ih(  | 
campus  in  the  rear  of  k.. own  Univci  siiy,  indlo(d<.| 
iu;^^  east,  tin;  eye  re<U  d  iiixm  a  broa<l  exisinse  of 
fields  until  it  icaeUed  the  iSeelconk  nver  as  a 
boundiiry,  and  the  only  houses  j)assod  in  puvsii- 


\n%  Aiurell  street  to  Ked  Brid.';e,  were  a  small 
dwcHini^  and  tan  yard  m-ar  Hope  street,  the  resi- 
dence of  the  late  John  J.  fviinison,  and  the  .Moses 
lirown  farm-hmise.  On  Smiili's  Hill  fev/ dwell- 
in<4:3  were  to  be  seen  after  pa^sin^  the  Sndtli  uiau- 
sion,  now  the  property  of  Alexander  Dimcan,  Esq. 
Federal  Hill,  to  ihu  west  of  the  John  F.  Jones 
mansioii,  then  st;nulm'.>-  on  its  eastern  brow,  was 
abroad  plam.  and  on  lli;^-li  street  and  Cranston 
street,  p(*pnlation  ln\d  reached  but  little,  if  any, 
we.~.t  of  KniL!,ht  street,  remembered  by  •  many  as 
1ju\-  l.iiiii'.  IJioadway  wa.i  umI  yet  opcmed.  Soutli 
rrovideuce,  at  tiie  time  of  v.hich  we  write,  was  a 
samily  plain,  ''Elmwood,"  a  name  then  unknown, 
and  the  annexation  of  a  portion  oi  Cranston  to 
(tnr  city  lor  the  parjiose  of  crcatinjLj;  a  Nihlh  Ward, 
was  ^iln[.ly  an  ineoiiceivalile  idea! 

Fifty  years  a<;o  the  tide  had  a  free  How  u])  the 
"\Vounas(piatacket  river,  to  near  Richmond's  Print 
\V(  rks,  >o  ihat  llie  ni  '.n  h  on  both  sides  at  its  full 
v.  as  c  oveie«l.  The  bat  in  was  then  bounded  on  the 
east  ijy  Canal  .-tiert,  on  the  south  it  wasllnsh  with 
a  line  now  maee  by  the  bnildii!L;;5  on  E.vcliange 
Place,  Avinle  on  the  north  iis  waters  washed  the 
soutl'.ern  siu])e  (jf  Sniltii's  Ihll. 

As  late  as  lHll>,  Cidouel  Clcor<;e  Baker  reg- 
isieredtlie  li.jc  cd"  the  tuUs  v.  ith  a  self  rej4ister- 
\\\%  t^uat,^',  iuit  \\\)  at  Aborn's  Avharf,  at  the  foot 
of  Wafhin^lon  street!  'i  he  late  Isaac  Thurber 
at  the  same  linn:  uu'asured  the  tide  at  Newort, 
and  the  results  (d"  b;dh  measurements  were  sent  to 
the  Itimilhsuniaa  Institution.  No  inhabitant  of 
Providence  then  dreamed  of  the  changes 
that  have  since  taken  place  in  the  contour 
of  the  cove  basin,  much  less  of  its  beini;  filled  up 
witli  tin- exei'iilioii  cd'a  nairoAV  outlet  for  the  two 
rivers,  a:;d  made  the  .-ite  (>\  L'nolic  Bidhlini^s!  Tlic 
nualern  ai  ;;niiients  in  ku'or  of  such  a  scheine  arc 
moie &pee!t;ns  tha:i  co.i  vinein;;-.  Whoever  standi  on 
the  ojien  loi,  on  t.!onj,>Kni  .-dieet,  vJiicli,  (hanks  to 
tlie  public  s])irit  and  persident  eilorts  of^lr.  Isaac 
Hale,  has  been  loi-evei-  s(  cared  lof  a  pul)lic  park', 
and  take.:  a  survey  of  all  the  city  laying;  west  of 
Benefit  strc  <>t  from  Fox  Point  to  the  North  Provi- 
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dence  line,  ■will  not  fail  to  see  how  nuicli  the  Ci)ve 
Bariiu  ikIlU  to  the  pieturcsquciiL'ss  of  tlic  pcene, 
.  and  how  much  of  our  city's  attraclis  etiess  would 
be  lost  by  :»pi)ropii:iliuj^-  it  to  the  purpo^-e  ubove 
meiitiuiK-d.  If  our  ei!i/a:u.^  value  us  they  .•^huuld 
a  spot  tiiut  G  UI  be  made  aa  oriiiuneat  as  well  as  a 
safeguard  of  health,  they  "Will  be  slow  to  i.erniit 
any  such  use  of  it.  Thj  basin  cunea-ily  bcdieJ'jrd 
and  kept  belov/ the  tide,  while  the  d.'ix^sit  iluis 
removed  cau  be  e  jnvericd  to  profit  ible  i)ur;)oses 
on  the  Pailv  gnMiiuls  at  Field's  Puiut. 

L()t)uin<^  from  our  window  in  tlie  Washington 
Building  \ve  nii.ss  the  old  iiMiision  of  (iov.  Jabez 
Bdwcu  witii  its  liiu!  liur.^e  clKstiiut  tree,  long 
kuo\Vii  as  tiic  .M  i(iufieL;u-ers  lb<iei,  wliidi  lias 
given  i»laee  to  the  '"What  Cheer"  BLielc.  Tlie  old 
Cujvi  J/utt.<i\,  rich  in  I'cvolution  iry  and  histriuiae 
memories,  ami  the  birth  pi  ice  of  the  Jouknal, 
that  ouee  stood  on  the  eiirui  r  of  Marlcel  Square 
and  Canal  street,  -was  si.Mue  years  biuee  [uilled 
down  a:id  a  line  block  erecleil  l)y  tho  1  dc  Charie-- 
Potter  on  its  .si  e.  The  barb.;;'s  siio[)  that  twcn.y 
yciirs  ago  was  st;iudiiig  al  the  corner  of  N;)rtii 
Alain  street  and  Jaei^Non's  Court,  uiad.'  famous  li}' 
the  select  couti-ri-' that  i.i  the  latli  r  i»art  of  ilie 
last  century  gatluucd  there  daily  iodi-eu.-s  iiatlon- 
al  and  local  allairs  while  u .idergoin:;;  tuu>(nial 
mauipul-alions,  s(une  1«  yea:-,  h-inee  swept  | 
away  by  the  tide  of  imin'oN  cnien;.  'J  he  four  one  | 
story  shoi;s  a  little  fin-tlicr  norlli,  <,n;'  dI'  v.hlch  i 
Avas  for  many  years  oeciii'ieil  by  liu:  .  enic^i-  d  imes 
Bun-ill,  t  weh  e  yeui's  I're.-id.  nl  (d'  the  Mechauie  ; 
A>socialiou,  a:id  distingnisiietl  foi"  Ihe  L-npeiioi- 
quality  of  his  tin  ware,  have  give.i  place  to  Water- 
man's Block,  Tlie  two  Waierni;in  houses  that 
stood  uu  the  southwest  c;/ri;er  oi'  Noi  tli  Main  and  | 
Waterniau  streets',  ha',  ■  ili  aop  a .ed,  g:e:uly  ini-  I 
proving  the  outline  of  the  H,qi'i>t  yai  d-  Tiic  v/eil 
belonging  to  the  e.■^lale,  i-^  hi.:dea  benealh  t!ie 
bricks  of  the  sidewalk.  Tiu'  d:i..e,)h  L.  Tilliiig- 
lia.st  house,  better  known  to  the  tiavcal.ng  p'iblie 
as  the  "Ka-l  Uou-e  ;"  togellna-  v.  iMi  the  I  a  le  Pil- 
mau  house,  UCXl  south,  ha\e  Itceu  ah oi  bed  into 
the  iimujuse  establishnien*.  ol  the  (lorhaai  Silver 
Ware -Maiiufaeluii'ig  Couipauj-,  a.id  the  s(i,ic  in 
that  lu)iise  in  which  oni'  i  esp.  ClcJ  townsiua'i,  CaA. 
Geoi-^jLc  liaker,  couimenced  and  (Miitiiiueit  the  sale 
of  Avatehes,  je\velry,  sdver  and  Ijritaniiia  ware  ami 
nudlary  goods,  fora  eonqdeU;  half  ceinury,  i.^  now 
reprc.-erded  by  the  Bplendid  and  nev.ly  oj)eued 
.salon  (Ir  lU'./ift'ii,-  of  WiUluiu  B.  Idandiiig;  and 
AVhen  the  eoufeiujilated  iaiproveiueuis  lioni  Mai- 
liet  fjqnare  to  Smith  street  .-hall  he  e(j;j![)leted,  but 
little  will  remain  lo  lemind  our  ulde-  ly  eiti/.ens  of 
the  North  Main  street  they  knew  in  The 
old  Town  lluuse,  o\i  tlie  ciuner  oi  i^enidit  and  Col- 
lege streets,  once  a  church,  and  at  last  a  Poliee 
court  room  with  its  adjunct  loekuj),  was  tleai  in 
its  glory,  and  once  a  year  at  least  was  >uic  to  re- 
souiitl  with  unsuidied  eloquence  as  the  Committee 
ou  the  Dexter  Doaution  laid  before  the  sovereign- 


ty the  details  of  their  laborious  duties,  and  the 
impui'iui  b  d):e  cliairuan,  slai.ding-  beueath  the 
tiuie  hohored  suii;;ding  bo  i;  d,  prop^Muule  1  thecus 
touiary  voLe  of  thanks  and  deel.iied  it  iKis-  cd  ! 

But,  peihaps,  nu  st  of  all  mi  -fcd  is  llie  Jiia;  ket 
House,  where  a  lialf  ceniiiry  ftinc  we, e  daily  tA 
be  seen  our  princioal  citizens,  and  a  muliiL.Kle  in 
humbler  circuUi-Lance-,  })rutauing  accoi'ding  l(j 
(asti;  and  inea:is  tlieir  table  ^niii)lies.  In  that  day 
the  taulding  w  as  no  meai;  exponent  of  the  dis- 
position ol'  (jui-  peoj  le  i  J  e.  t  hli:di  a  riaiket  ol' 
anijile  diiii.ai -ii-n;:  for  the  aceonimudation  of  the 
ecnriiiip.niiy.  It  was  an  era  that  pi-oniise^l  c  jmi'ort 
aiid  i/len;y,  a)id  uo  coming-  cent  c  i-!;  a  shadow 
Ui)>jn  the  cx])ee:aii.)ii of  Ihe  fuLaie.  1iii[,ahi->!  it 
is  not  given  to  ma.u  to  ]icneli'ate  the  hidden  mys- 
leries  of  nuboru  yeai-s,  r.nd  the  ^ei  eratiou  (d"  the 
p.ist  moved  ou  to  the  test  thai  awaiis  all  in  liapp3' 
unconseiousnv-ss  of  wliat  wa-;  i.i  store  f)r  the  gen- 
eraiiou  of  tiie  i)resent. 

Little  tliougid  Stephen  lloidiins  and  Jot.ei>li 
i5rown,  when  in  177.J  tliey  erect-al  the  buddli.g, 
and  as  little  thouLiiit  Nicholas  Ih'own,.  when  he 
1  lid  (he  cornel- stone.  th;  t  in  less  than  a  ceutury 
the  e.\i  '.eiieie.-,  oi  Ihe  l<  \vn  wuidd  force  the  oecii- 
panfs  of  s.tails  and  cedars  to  se,  U  r  fuge  in  olil 
hnlhs  miuMa-t  in  the  doc  k,  and  in  Mieii  other 
id  ice  .  a-  e  uild  be  made  avail  dde  for  .■e;  \iug  their 
eiii-fuuicr^^.  l)Ut  .NO  it.  has  eome  to  pas-.  The 
building,  it  is  true,  s'.ili  stand.-i.  .-howing  external- 
ly no  other  changes  than  those  necessary  to  adapt 
it  t,>  Its  p;e  -M-.t  uses,  wiihoiit  altering  its  form  ; 
l  ui  \',  iihin,  I'r.an  ba-enuaiL  to  attic,  ii  bears  luuiks 
of  a  i.,  ii>  .!l  revolu'.iou.  St.  John's  aad  other 
kodi:es  (d"  Fiee  and  Accepted  Masons,  v*  ho  once 
oecupicd  the  third  story,  added  l)y  tliem  in  1797, 
ha\ehei  :i  di-plaee  l  by  the  Comiinaii  Conncil  aiid 
iJijai d  of  .Vide]  men.  Tlie  second  sUuy  iia->  been 
Ciil  up  iul./  .  o  man}'  n  -edi  d  ai lartim.'.its  for  the 
(yiimti<f  Trui' ate  and  for  vai"iou.^  municipal  o;ii- 
ces,  that  th  ■  o,d_\-  Ml :  •,  i\ ia'.^'  nraiiber  of  the  OhI 
Tow  n  Coiia'-il  ^vo,dd  be  jriizzied  to  find  the  room 
in  wiiicii  liiey  d<  li'.e:ated  on  public  iir.erests;  and 
Ihe  veiuaabk;  Jidiu  1  i u w  nd,  were  he  living, 
would  se  nadi  in  vain  f  jr  llie  liKle  oiVicc  Av'hieU  the 
town  made  him  >haie  with  boxes  and  barr.  Is  of 
rnbbi  -h,  \',  hiic  as 'fowu  Treasurer  he  sat  at  the 
recdpl  of  en  -toius,  i>v  as  'I'reasurcr  of  the  Provi- 
dence lii..titntimi  for  Savings  he.  received  depo.-;its 
fro:ti  the  indn-trions  and  ])rudent.  ^iels^v,  all, 
t  )0,  is  changed.  Not  a  nook  or  corner  reminds 
o:;e  cd'  the  time  \\  hen  .>uv  l\v>t  men  c.irried  home 
their  cnvn  markeiing,  anfi  CkAcrnor  Arthur  Feu- 
nertlnat'inet  his  rural  con.-t  it  nents  for  a  hah'- 
h(/Ui':5  familiar  clia:,  and  to  s;  lieit  a  nie  -tiniin 
(piid  ;  and  when  a  dL^eiple  ot  Wailon  iniuht  oileii 
be  seen  silting  uu  Ihe  great  bridge  i)atieully 
walehtng  h,r  a  "  bite,"  willi  a  Jag  of  •*  :>e\v  Fng- 
land"by  his  t-'nic.  'i  hose  v/^;e  golden  days  (d" 
democratic  cipiality,  which  with  the  trallic  iu 
beef,  ptuk,  mutton,  punllry,  and  vegetables,  have 


passed  away— to  lie  revived,  it  may  be,  wheu  pub- 
lic spirit  shall  provide  u  eouiuiodioiis  and  nuieh 
needed  Free  Market. 

Until  this  cuiraiiuiaa'tion,  so  devoutly  to  l>e 
wisbed,  we  shall  lo;J-:  one  from  our  window  upon 
the  structiu'c  we  here  commemorate,  with  sub- 
dued sndn  b.-ii,  even  as  wi'  shall  ludul'j:.;  syuipa- 
tiietie  regret:i  while  v/c  call  to  mind  tl\e  piscatory 
mart  that  onceaJorued  Canal  strct-  l  opp;;site  the 
present  Central  ItrjUd,  and  iVoni  whieli  exhaled  a  j 
fr;i<:rance  aa  iienccrali.u^  as  ilie  tamed  aroma  of] 
Marlilciiead.  And  (h":-e  rei'TCts  will  doubtle.-s  be 
iniensified  in  moiiicnt-^  v.  Iku  an  Apiciau  appetite 
clamors  for  immediate  indnl^-cncc,  as  we  remem- 
ber that  we  h;u'o  no  !'>;tL;cr  a  Jonas  IIudhauo 
"at  No.  7  iMark-.'t  ;S(pi.ire,"  to  furiii-h  us 
with  "real  Bosion  Tri^je,"  nor  a  Sie  BnKNroN  at 

Vinton's  Curnci  "  to  2; ot  ui  up  a  fir:5t  class  oys- 
ter stev/ !     Sic  'I'l  idisil ^  ,■  (■. 

Sii',  or,  more  chisr  icall y  ,-[)(^!iliin<i:,  Sririo,  was  a 
popular  caterer,  rivalU-d  -;ni}  liy    ]\Ia'am  McKicn- 
ziE,"  who  iivcd  in  a  :-niali  t\v>)-4ory  house  Iht-u 
standing  on  M  .-ctiu'.';  ;ar.e  ,  bel^v^oen  Nv)rth  Main 
and  Ctrnal  -  tiect-,   near  Lonsd  de's  Block,  and 
whose  ex(piisiie  rvlr.:.-hme?!ls  were  peeuliarly  at- 
tractive to  e-  U(  ;;->'  student.;  ;uid  to  the  iHii-  of  the 
town.    The  lauio  of  her  wedding  c;;kc  has  come 
down  to  us  with  tin-   frc.-h';t;.;s   of  our  friend  i 
Green's  lastnuiHial  cidl.itlon.    Indeed,  a  wt-dding  | 
not  graced  by  a  sjjccinjcu  of  her  skill,  would  have 
been  shorn  of  one  of  its  m..'Si  KKjthsome  attrac- 
tions.   Ma'aji  M.  lvi;x/ii-,  was  i)opular  with  tho.;e 
who  rcnieuifeicd  how  much  her  tastefully  f.o^-tcd 
loaves  had  added  t  »  t!ie  ciru  nis  of  an  occasinu 
that  brougl)t  ti\gctlicr  a   lio.-t  of  couirratuhiting 
friends,  and  no  ic  .^  s()\\  itli  oihcib  looiiiuL:'  foi- 
ward  to  the  coveted  event  of  lite — Ihe  legal  blend- 
ip.g  of  two  lives   in  ouC.    lint  L'u'   luid  hoviors 
enough  of  his  own,  ami  ins  composure  was  never 
rulUed  by  the  will  earned  ri'i)utatlcm  of  his  female 
competitor.    He  believed,  ^vi(ll  Uncle  Tob}',  that 
the  world  '.vas  wide  enough  for  both,  and  no  tradi- 
tion lias  reached  ns  of  lIkic  having  existed  at  any 
time  othei'  than  the  most  amicable  relations.  In 
his   improfcssional    comnaniou^hii).-..  however, 
Sip  is  leported  io  have  l.een  ratli.  r  ;nist ociatie. 
Among  the  colored    persons  al)Out  tuwu  who 
coveted  the  houvjr  of  his  fi'iend.- hii)  was  CLukIc 
ilahricl,  then  a  servant  in  the  fannly  of  Governor 
William  Jones.    For  reasons  that  tradition  has 
not  preserved, -his  familiar  overtures  were  de- 
clined.   In  otlier  word:'.  Sip  uuceremoniou:,ly  cut 
him.    But  the  hour  of  retaliation  came,  and  on 
this  wise.    Claude,  who  was  [)roi)al)ly  the  son  of 
a  slave,  and  born  in  foriugal,  ha  l  been  a  t^liip  stew- 
ard,  until  weiiry  of  tiiaL  rn^de  of  lii'e,  he  took  up 
his  ab!.d>;  in  New  Vorl;.    From  that  city  he  cinm 
to  ri  ovideiice,  highly  recomnuaideil,  and  engaged 
in  the  service  of  Governor  Jolic-.  with  whom  he 
remained  five  or  six  years,  and  W(jn  the  esteem 
and  coufideueo  of  his  employer  by  u  l  lilhfiU  de- 


votion to  the  duties  assigned  him.  At  the  end  of 
this  time,  a  de-ire  to  renew  his  sea  life  came  upon 
him,  and  by  the  consent  of  the  Governor  he  was 
permitted  to  make  a  voyage  to  Russia  with  Capt. 
Richard  M.  Field,  of  this  city,  iu  the  capacity  of 
cook.  lie  was  a  fellow  of  fine  presence  and  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence.  Being  present 
at  a  military  review  in  Cronstadt,  he  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  Emperor  .Alexander,  who  it  is 
s.'dd  had  never  befoic  seen  {i  negro,  and  ho,  pro- 
posed at  once  to  place  him  near  his  ix;rson  ns  a 
body  servant.  This,  afier  the  adjustiuent  of  some 
preliminaries,  was  djne.  Subsequently  he  re- 
turned to  Providence,  arid  clad  in  the  imperial 
uniform  produced  a  decided  sensation  among  his 
colored  friends  as  lie  appeared  in  the  streets. 

Si])  had  heard  of  Claude's  distinguished  for- 
tune, and  was  setisibly  alfectcd  bv  it.  It  was  now 
for  him  to  look  up  and  to  aspire.  Smitten  with 
the  grandeur  of  imperiali-m,  he  was  anxious  to 
be  recognized  by  his  discarded  acquaintance. 
Meeting  Claude  on  the  street,  he  addicssed  hira 
in  terms  of  cordial  welcome,  at  the  same  time 
cxtendinir  his  hand  to  give  a  friendly  grasp.  Now 
was  tlic  hour  of  Claude's  triumph.  Fired  Avitb 
the  recollections  of  his  d-iy  of  humirmtiou,  he 
drew  hin)S"lf  up  to  full  heiglit,  and  with  a  wither- 
ing look  of  contempt,  exclaimed,  "I  don't  know 
you,  Sip  Brentou,"  and  [uissed  on.  Poor  Sip  I 
The  Roland  was  more  than  an  e(iuivalent  for  his 
Oliver.  Crest-fallen,  he  returned  to  his  cellar, 
and  sought  an  cmolieut  tor  his  mortified  pride  ia 
answering  the  calls  of  his  numerous  cuotomers, 
Whil..'  Sip  !=pread  his  templing  edibles  before 
the  hungry  at  tiie  "Corner,"  he  availed  of  holi- 
day occasions  to  improve  his  exchequer.  The 
annua',  military  reviews  were  important  days  in  this 
respect ;  and  to  him  behmgs  the  honor  of  cater- 
ing for  the  li:-,st  regimental  dinner  in  Providence 
at  which  (he  ollieers  of  the  regiment  ^at  doAvu 
together.  Thi.,  pleasant  ahair  was  brought  about 
through  the  exertion.-  of  the  quart(,'riuaster  of  the 
regiment,  Nehemiah  S.  Draper,  Avith  the  concur- 
rence of  its  Co!o\iel,  AbraliuiM  S.  (Jladding.  It 
took  place  under  the  martpie  of  General 
Mason,  borrowed  for  the  pulpo.•^e,  which 
w:i3  pitclied  on  Smith's  Hill,  on  a  si)ot 
through  which  the  Providence  and  Worces- 
ter railroad  now  pas.^es.  The  oflicers  of  the  rc<:i- 
miMit  still  living,  remember  with  lively  interest 
the  social  plea.-^ures  of  that  day. 

Durinsr  Claude's  visit  here,  a  daughter  of  his 
old  master  was  nnuried.    He  requested  perniis- 
.siou  to  act  as  chief  waiter  on  the  occasion,  which 
he  did,  dressed  in  iiis  showy  uniform,     the  ob- 
served of  all  observers."   The  same  evenina;  he 
gave  a  farewell  entertainment  to  his  color>\l 
I  friend.s,  and  soon  after  sailed  from  Boston  with 
'  his  family,  tor  Russia,  in  the  shl^)  Horace,  Capt. 
!  Beckford.    John  Quincy  Adams,    Minister  to 
i  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg,  was  passenger  in 


tbe  some  vessel.  On  arrivinpf  in  Russia,  Claude's 
daughter  was  taken  into  the  househi)ld  of  the 
Empress.  Uis  Aviie,  J'nal//,  lived  hut  a  year  or 
two  to  enjoy  tluj  exalted  jjosition  ol"  her  hus- 
band. Of  Claude  himself,  nothing  more  is 
kaowp.  Tie  probahly  lon'j;  nhiee  followed  his 
imperial  ma<ter  tt)  the  land  where  character  alone 
is  the  standard  of  distinction. 

To\ru  Council.— ESeinT-trJilalircs.— Banks. 
I  lis II rail cc  t'oiiipiiiiii'H. — ^JtiTi't  Iii>4lit:i. — 
sidewalks. — Eto(i>>e<4  of  Worwlii p.— .■'iaiiduy 
^^cliooi!^. — 'r!iuiilc><)^i  vi]i;£. —  fi':if<«liioiiN. 

The  Town  Council  for  were  William  Rich- 
mond, John  Cailile,  lilciinioud  iiuUock,  \Vaiter 
R.  Danforlh  and  Zaciiai-iah  Alh'u.  Nathan  \V. 
J  ick'-on  v/asT(.wn  C  ici  l;;  Janic:;  Hammond,  Town 
Ser^icaiir  ;  ,h)\\n  llowi  uul,  Town  Trcasnicr;  Ikn- 
jaHiiu  Clilford,  Samue!  Ames  and  Joel  .MetCilf 
Town  Audit.  Cyrus  Clcvehinc!  wa^  ovei-.~eer  of 
tlic  Town  P,;mi)Ls  in  the  north  p'art  oi  the  town, 
Samuel  Cai'lile  in  the  soutii  part,  and  Bcrnou 
Dunn  on  the  west  Mde.  Mr.  .lackson  w;ts  lirst 
chosen  iu  17:'0,  and  held  his  ollice  unuual  re- 
elections  until  hi>  di  ceasc  Dec.  1  j,  l.s2'J. 

Mr.  llamnujud  confeiTeil  honor  unon  his  olTice 
by  the  di^'nily  with  which  he  discharijed  its  du- 
ties; find  wliether  uoiifyiu^- town  mcetiuijs  with 
beat  of  drum,  (as  was  then  tlu-  custom)  <}r  opeu- 
iuiT  courts  by  UhUal  juoclamation,  it  \n as  eviilcnt 
to  all  Avitnes-es  tiiat  he  felt  the  full  wci^iht  ol  tin; 
responsiliiiity  pei'tainiu'^  to  his  oiiice-  lie,  died 
Feb.  IH,  16;)1,  i;i  the  Mst  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
an  honest,  npriglit  man  and  a  sincere  Chrisiian. 
Like  good  old  Crimes,  we  ne'er  shall  look  upon 
his  like  again. 

.Mr.  Il(jwland  discharged  the  duties  of  Town 
Treasurer  for  14  years,  was  Ti-(.'a-urer  of  the  Pi'ovi- 
deucc  In-titution  for  iSiving^  21  years,  was  18 
years  JSccret.iry  and  (>  years  l're;sideut  of  the  .Me- 
chanics As-oeiation,  was  Treasurer  'J  year^  a;.d 
Prc-ident  ■>[  year,!  of  the  Rhode  1  land  "lii  torical 
Society,  was  Prc-ldent  of  the  K.  1.  Pi  ace  Society, 
was  2(i  years  a  d.acou  of  the  i'ir.-t  Congregational 
church,  and  for  2(J  Cv)iisecutive  }'eari  was  a 
meudjcr  of  the  School  Committee,  lie  was  a  dil.- 
geut  student  of  histor}-,  was  more  familiar  than 
any  man  of  his  da}-  w  itli  the  atiUirs  of  the  ttjwn, 
and  with  the  ciicumslauces  of  its  {/eoi)le,  and  died 
universally  ic^pceied  Nov.  a,  18.')!,  agetl  97  years. 

The  rcpre--entalives  in  the  General  Asscm'.jly 
from  Provitlencfc,  this  year,  were  Nicholas  l^rown. 
Nathaniel  t^earle,  Jr.,  Stephen  Wateiinau  and 
Philip  Allen.  Cahriel  Allen  wiis  l\j-iniaster. 
The  post  ollice  was  thca  ke}>t  in  Uniju  huildii>g. 
Mr.  Allen  held  the  ollice  until  his  <lceea.~e  iu  ls_M, 
ami  was  succeeded  liy  Hen:;ett  II.  Wheeler,  who 
was  superseded  by  Edwaid  J.  Mallett,  who  re- 
moved the  ollice  to  his  building,  on  South  .Main 
street.  Welcmne  B.  Sajdes,  lulled  at  the  battle  of 
Fredericlisbuig,  suce -eded  .Mr.  IMallett,  and  re- 
stored the  olliee  to  Union  Building.  From  thence 
he  transferred  it  t>)  the  What  Cheer  Bnildintr. 
Henry  Jj.  Buwen  superseded  Mr.  Saylcs,  who  on 
a  cliange  of  administration,  was  reapi)oiuted  to 
the  ollice,  and  removed  it  to  its  present  location 
on  Weybos.-et  stieet.  Of  all  the  persons  named 
above  one  only  survives. 

In  1820,  with  the  facilities  alfordcd  by  the 
United  Slates  Br:iuch  Bank',  seven  local  banks 
sniliced  for  the  accommodation  of  the  bu-incs;  ol" 
the  town,  viz:  Providence,  incorporated  1791; 
Exchange,  l.sOl ;  Roger  Williams,  1^0.);  Manu- 
facturei-s,  removed  trom  Pawtueket,  InI.'}  ;  Un- 
ion, 1^11;  Merchants,  islK;  l<:agle,  b'^IS  ;  wiih  an 
aggregate  capital  of  >ir  1,842, uon.  In  contrast  with 
this  day  of  Kmall  Ihiugs  we  h  ive  now  iu  Piovi- 
denee  ;>7  banks,  with  an  aggregate  caidtalof  i5Sl7,- 
679,100. 

yix  iuiurancc   companies   were   then  ample 


to  secure  the  community  against  losses  by 
fire,  viz :  the  Washington,  Columbian,  Union, 
Peace,  Eagle  an>l  Pro\ideuce  .Mutual.  We  have 
now  11  Stuck  and  10  Mutual  coini)anies,  besides 
numerous  agencies  for  companies  out  of  the. 
State.  The  AVa.  hiugton  had  its  ollice  in  a  build- 
ing on  the  corner  where  it  is  now  located,  in  the 
rear  of  which  was  a  ramre  of  low  wooden  build- 
ings extending  north  to  what  is  now  Exchange 
Place— the  cast  .  ide  of  the  wh  de  being  washed 
by  every  tide.  l.iKsJl  the  baildiijg  fronting  t)n 
\Vcstmiu>t','r  street,  and  into  the  third  story  of 
which  a  ves-el  drove  her  bowsprit  during  the 
tireaL  gale  of  b^l"),  was  demoli-hed,  tlie  \vooden 
striiclUK  s  removed  lo  Ilili's  wiiarl,  and  "  Wa.  h- 
ington  ]'>irldmg"  (  reetcl  (ui  tiieir  site.  The  stree.t 
that  ])a  s  betwe(Mi  tlie  Row  and  the  Railroad 
B;idLrc,  coniicctinir  Weslniiuster  street  and  Ex- 
change I'r.cj,  was  at  thi>  time  built  by  th.'  Wash- 
ingtjii  Corianation,  :.ud  is,  by  that  body  kept  in 
repair,  lii^iiow  one  of  our  inObt  u.  ed  and  im- 
portant thoroughfares. 

Previous  to  l.s20,  no  system  of  li^rhtiug  the 
streets  of  Providence  had  been  establi-heil,  and 
persons  Were  in^t  unfrequently  met  in  the  evening 
carrying  lanti'rns  to  illumine  tlu  ir  steps,  and  to 
enable  them  to  avoiil  tailing  inttj  hole-,  or  stum- 
l)ling  over  heaps  of  rubbisu  caiclos  ly  lef:  in  the 
wa}-.  Tiii>  year  the  town  eau^ed  lamps  to  he 
(•rccted,  and  suppot  te(i  at  the  luiblic  chai-gf^.  This 
was  a  deciih  tl  iinproveineul,  a.ul  pavcil  tlic  way 
for  the  iutroduciiou  of  t:a>,  whicli  now  leaves  but 
few  liiiling-plaecs  for  the  sti  eei-walker  or  ilie  bur- 
glar. Light  is  a  servitor  of  nuu-als,  as  well  as  uf 
gaiety;  and  the  tiuai.tiiy  rcpiircd  for  streel^yhop, 
olliee,  aiul  hoasehold  use?,  should  c  lU.-e  i/.o  be 
always  good  in  tjiiati  y  and  cheap  iu  i)rice.  We 
hope  our  Irieiid  Colonel  ArmiagLou  will  make  a 
note  ot  this. 

Ill  1N21,  a  eommcncemcuc was  made  to  improve 
the  .iidiiwalks,  and  hag-:;times  brick  and  giavcl 
were  put  in  icquisition.  Concrete,  like  gas,  was 
then  unknown. 

The  cier'vvmeu  of  Providence  in  1^20,  Avere 
liev.  Dr.  Tlenry  Edes,  First  Congr.gational 
Society;  R'..-v.  Dr.  (Jano,  First  Baptist;  Uev.  Dr. 
Nathan  H.  Crocker,  ;3i.  John's ;  Rev.  James  V>'il- 
Sou,  Broad  str.  et  Conurciral ional  ;  Rev.  Barthol- 
omew Olheman,  Nicthudist;  Rjv.  Lutiu.'r  Baker, 
Second  !'.ai)tist  ;  Rev.  Allen  Biown,  'i'liird  B.ip- 
ti.U  ;  and  .-everal  sj;cakers  iu  the  Friends  Society. 
Dr.  Edes  resigned  his  cliarge  in  18:)2,  having  held 
it  for  27  years.  Rev.  Mes.^r.-^.  Wilsou,  CJauo  and 
Cr(jckcr,  died  in  their  jiustoraies.  'i'he  Fourth 
Ba|)list  S'.cic  y  was  organized  in  382'),  t)uilt  a 
house  of  wor-hip  in  is22,  and  iu  \HS6  Rev.  Zal- 
mou  Tobey  became  the  Minls!cr.  In  l<"-:20  lour 
S.ibualh  Schools  (the  tirst  in  i^io vidcnee, )  were 
organizeil,  viz  :  First  C'iugregatio:ad,  First  Bap- 
tist, .St.  John's,  and  one  in  the  Town  House  lor 
colored  children. 

The  (Jov  ruor  for  this  year  was  His  Excellency 
Nelieniiah  R.  Rni!j;ht,  who  held  the  otnce  fr(na 
1«17  to  i;-;21.  Tlie.;e  were  good  (  Id  charter  limes, 
so  heartily  eulogized  by  liancroft.  when  the  (Jen- 
cral  A.sembly  "resolved,"  in  form  and  Ian 
guage,  the  annual  txuuik.>gi\ ing  proclamation, 
thinking,  perhaps,  it  was  retpiiring  too  much  of  a 
chief  magislraie,  on  a  salary  ol  .•;;10u,  to  do  more 
than  "make  pr.blie  these  rcsobilion.'  in  the  custo- 
mary manner'."  The  pi  t.chimai  ion  of  ihc  (u  nci  al 
Assembly  was  a  Chri-iina  Sir.te  paper  -a  devtnit 
I'ccogiiilion  of  ti  nrporal  nicreii  .-,  aeil  of  "tlie 
cons(;lations  of  the  mild  and  ]>urc  la  iigiou  of  Je- 
sus Christ,  our  Lord  and  S..vioui ,"  rcsemliling.  in 
its  scuLinu-nt  and  spirit,  l^ie  late  proclamation  of 
Covernor  PadeHV  rd,  which  so  (lislurbed  the  "libe- 
ral chrisiiau"  quietude  tn'  our  New  Yoii;  contem- 
porary, it  is  gratifying  to  this  commiiniiy,  how- 
ever otherwise  it  may  be  to  our  metropoliiaii 
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compeer,  that  a  lialf-centiiiy  has  not  with  us  so 
impaired  tlie  ollicial  >^etise  of  the  blessing-,  oi 
Cliriritianity  as  to  make  liicm  no  Iouljci'  woi  Uj  beiu^' 
tlianlilal  lor,  aiul  Ave  tni:;t  llie  m  xt  iifiy  years 
Will  liiid  our  liLilei'.?,  m  this  ]3articuLar,  walking  iii 
the  footsteps  of  theu*  *'illusti ious  i^rcdeeessors." 

Of  the  fashious  of  is.'O,  ue  have  lime  to  t^ay  but 
little.  We  miss  tlie  digiiified  forms  of  veneuMble 
riieii,v\ho.^e  C')>tin:ie earned  iis  back  iu  imagination 
to  tlie  eia  of  coeiced  h  its,  broad  sLirl  (;oats.  am- 
ple vests,  small  clothes,  louti'  stociangs,  and  silver 
hlioe  buclcles,  as  we  do  the  short-waisled,  swalh/W 
tail,  hiirb  collar  coats  and  inverted  cone  hats, 
worn  l>y  the  young  beau  monde.  \Vc  mi-^-,  also, 
the  leg-oi-miitlon  sleeves  and  Joseiihiue  waists 
of  the  ladie-,  tiiC  liuge  Leghorn  llais,  the  im- 
Tuense  i)ok(;  Na\arinos,  the  cool,  summer  cala-h, 
the  comfortable  pumpkin  and  nu'lou  hootls,  and 
the  amjik' ia.i-i'runt  Ijoinn't.-,  which  disliU'iiii.died 
their  (i;iy.  Chignons.  Jai).incs.;  t.vilclKv-^,  li  )oi)- 
fckirlH,  jiauuicrs.  C'lic^tci  lieid.>,  sacu  ,  Miilor  Juli- 
ets, Arabs,  and  oiher  nuuA'h  .-s  Icmininc  ar  wvre 
then  unknown  ;  aiid  tii  tngn  nobody  atlcclcd  the 
"(ineian  liemi,"  iiolhiuL;'  was  h,;!  to  gr^iCi-iuhu  ss 
in  hjcomol'ion.  Conid  the  eAiicmc  fashum.;  of 
l.S'20  and  l>7(»  meet  to-day  on  the  (Jrcat  Bridge, 
Ikav  mutual  woidd  Ijc  their  rc  isc  and  pereeplivju 
of  the  liiilic:-oa.> ! 

At  ihis  [leriod  Commeixe  predcnnniated,  and 
the  Cn-lom  1 1  i.r-e  duties  lor  b^'iO  amoui.tcd  to 
C'll-^,  !;)'.'.  Tlioina-,  Cole  v«as  then  Collc;  tor  oi' 
Cnst(.>m:  ,  'llionia-'  reclvham, .) r.,  Deputy  Coll  c- 
lor,  S:imuel  iirown,  Naval  i ili.eei ,  John  i'..  Ifarion, 
(  v,)i  .  I  ne  exi'o.  l,.  Iroin  l.'hoile  Island,  lor- 
eign  aud  domestic,  were  to  Lli'.M  ah.c  oi' 1 ,072,702; 
j)eisons  ei.gaiietl  in  ecMiimcrce  1162  in  this  town 
iorty  luHi.-es  weie  e  jueeriaal  iu  navigation.  One 
hundred  and  thirty  ves:-el-,  lia\  ing  a  tonnage  of 
20,tj:t2  b-'Jo  loni,,  l,eiongiai  to  Pi  oN  idenee,  a  num- 
ber of  which  v.-ere  eiigni'ed  'H  !l:e  t'iiina  trade. 

'liiere  were  20  whoiesaie  and  lelail  dryi^oods 
stores.  10  houses  cngiiged  win.lly  in  the  ,-ale 
of  donie.-tic  gootls,  .'UJ  \vi;ole.-ale  grocery  stoics. 
110  retail  i^rocery,  piv-vi-'-am,  and  eroekeiy  stores, 
()hatd\vai-e  ijlores,  I  wholes  de  eroeivery  store,  G 
b  K;ksLoies,  aiMjier  hanging-  sloie.-,  1') .  lu)C  stores, 
G  hat  stt>rcs,  '.i  coiiiecli<aK'ry  slores,  and  12  [lulilic 
imis. 

The  following  tier.-ouo  were  m.i.-'ers  of  vcb^cl.-i 
feidling  out  of  mis  [Hii  c,  ainuit  (he  year  lb20  : 

llenrv  :\Ial  hcu  ^iou,  Williaia  AriH,Kt, 

.S.ouu;'!  Voui]  ;.  .lux  iili  (.\)^(■^  , 

t'iiailes  Slew, tit,  Lluvd  llowci.s. 

lliury  l':)(h  iil^o-.  AVUiiiiui  K.  I n. w  ins, 

M.alunnel  WIhmIoii,  j;ie:i/,.a- >  l.'.ei  iaii. 

(".  15.  .M  iu-lii  ^lcr,  WiHiaiii  I'  .Ma^fC, 

(.'alel)  llairis.  Siuilli  NVilliaii;s, 

.lames  ISraltle,  Sainuul  I'tiiii  l)i  r, 

(icu.  S.  I'ei  1  y,  NVasinii'.  ti.ii  Kvnd, 

'Dioiuas  Jlohlea,  .lului  J:l(nir(>ails, 

Z\tartiii  i  aKe.  W  nUaai  1  i  auuc ville, 

^VlUiala  Martin,  Ali.aliatii  Cary, 

J(is.-|)li  Cliruaii  Spi'Oii.T  l!a,^Kle'S, 

AVilliaiii  I  liiimd,  .)ii.st  |.h  Siiooiier, 

.tuliii  Jlanidoa,  lii-  liaicl  \V.  (iroeno, 

Carlo  Mauraii,  .loliii  iCfyiioUls, 

.Josliiia  Maiiian,  i'..  ncni  (.'ook, 

iSuehet  Maaiaii,  ] >aini'l  ( ook, 

.Siarhet  Mauiati,  Jd,  Siiul'aid  ll.Cady, 

Watliaiiiel  S.  .Maaiaii,  Isaac  JIpwcu, 

Ira  Mauraii.  Saiiiiu't  \  iiiiH  ut, 

AVilliaiii  K>'a,  iN'alhauii'l  .\i.l).,t, 

(Mnistnjilicr  li.l'iorce,  'J  Imnias  llaiker, 

Kobt.  l*ai  kis,  .lauu  s  liliini, 

Charles    li.  lilon,  Joliu  Mel'us, 

Cliai  les  llul.icii.  I'liilaii.lt  r  Crosby, 

AVilliaai  Kodiuaii,  .la  nc,^  K.  J'oUit, 

lJi.  li  jaaiiii  (iiaiit-er,  Jicuoni  l-o<-k \W)oil , 

Jului  II.  <)riii-,lici!,  AuKastMri  Cariu  iUta-, 

,I<i!iii  Cla.liluiK,  t-'aiiiac.l  Kcliuia'.tou. 

Tlioiiias       n  o,  \Ma-atou  Alien, 

William  T.  I'iurco,  I'anloii  Slu-Uloii, 

Daiiitl  Dailev,  t'elf^  Aboi  n, 

.laint-a  J',s(lcli,  Kadelitrt;  !!i<  kM, 

AVilbur  K.  lly,    Aliuy-71. 

libeu  Kelly, 


Among  the  hu.  incr^s  men,  we  find  Thomas  P. 
Ives,  Nicholas  Ih-own,  Eii^ha  Dyer,  Ale.vander 
Jonci,  AVil!i;.m  Idodiiell,  Peter  Ciinnell  A:  ;>)n, 
roller  vz  Uiissell,  ,icnl;ins  A:  'dan,  Watson  S:  Glad- 
ding, Almy  Brown,  Samson  Almy,  ^ihabel 
l[a:ciiins,  Hee.kwdh  A:  l\arsv)n,  Aborn  iV;  Jackson, 
NeliLtmiah  S.  Drapei',  B.  A:  T.  C  lIon[)in,  TlKjiiuid 
lio^vard,  B       l:.  1)\  i-,r  iV:  Co.,  Cooi;e  cV:  Brown, 

B.  A  D.  Kh(;de;;,  Kienard  Waterman,  Tnonitou  ife 
kothrop,  J.  Dnnnell  cV:  Co.,  (ieoigc  Weialen  & 
Co  ,  'fhomas  Whiliak'  r.  Jt-si  di  Cii  iiun,  8.  Water- 
inrai  S:  Co  ,  Bii  hmond  Andie^vs,  Dyers  .Man- 
ton,  Uhodes  cV:  Smith,  \Vi-?tc.^ti  6c  Uallibone, 
Wheal(jii  fi  uecdeli.  Jo>i  di  Wliitaker,  Wm.  Gi. 
WiMiam,:  ,  B.  ct(J.  A.  Ta\  kn-.  Peek  ham  Barker, 
C  <Sc  J.  Mai. ran,  Humphry  <S:  Hvcrett,  iSamiud 
haller  i\:  o.-n.  Arnold  iinifiini.  Arunah  C.  A:  ICii- 
sha  'I'ingiey,  Kiehmoud  Bnih-ek,  Jul ,va:  d  C.n  ing- 
loii  A;  C  Stephen  \Vard\v(dl  S:,  Co.,  Ji^seph  Cow- 
inii.-,  \Vi;liam  F  lii-t  eu'-,  alle;  \vaids  Overseer  of 
Ihe  PovJi.  ;ind  liiany  otln.rs  wlio.  e  names  Ave  do 
not  ai  lliis  mument  recall.  'J'he  i;.U'  (ieneral  .Mar- 
tin .Sli-ddaid  \s  as  tiieii  a  leading  anclie)neei',  and 
many  now  living  reineinher  the  sono;ons  N'oice  (jf 
his  crie  r,  llic  ia:e  .N.ili:;uiiel  Nleleali.  a-^.  al  tlie  eor- 
ncis  of  the  streel>,  he  annonneed  the  rn'  rcliaiidi.  e 
to  be  sold,  and  the  pi  eeand  linie  of  <.ile.  Otl'.er 
ancLioeceis,  a:'  leian  tial  in  Ike  ^tale  Begister, 
wi'i'i;  Willinn  kurned,  i.e.ijamin  I  looj  in,  Thomas 

C.  Hopi  in,  Wiliiani  M.idge;,  K;i,  ka  Dyw,  Charles 
Poll(  r,  Ciiai  1  >  11 .  kn-  .  i  lIM  »zia..  l;.nif,)rt!i.  Jacob 
W  hiinian,  Noah  Ki  nd  til,  .hdm  Bu  r  and  -Jesse 
Wliitmorc.  John  11.  (i;eene,  lather  (/i  the  laie 
Judiie  Adx  rl  <i.  (irei  ne,  w.i  •  an  ai  eompli- hed  ar- 
cliileei  and  buikler.  and  .iolin  ISe.vnian,  long  ihe 
tc.v.oii  oJ  the  k'ii -I  li:i[':i.-l  Chuicii,  and  reuiaik- 
able  for  hi:,  a.-i i onome.-ai  knoAvleilge,  combined 
with  his  skill  as  a  eai  i>e.iler,  a  tln-roiigh  knoAvl- 
edge  (d"  arehiteetm e.  lb-  was  Ihc  ori;;inal  liiek- 
ersl.alf— -a  name  ulcniiiied  with  a  jajpalar  ilhode 
I.-land  Alii.anae.  \-  lUinm  llamlin,  k.leiy  de- 
ceased, Ava.  an  eegraver  and  eo,>pcr-;)iate  i)iinter, 
and  Ctdonel  J,  nir:>  1  mi,  one  ol  oar  most  le^j  ect- 
cd  toAvn  men.  Ciiiied  on  the  Inisine^s  oi  s.aidle 
anil  hanie.-s  makinu:. 

1  he  lia.j  l(  r  1.-20  sliov/  that  James  Jos-lyn  Avas 
a  mannf;,etmer  of  and  deider  in  catlc;y  ;  that 
Mose.T  lla.slxell  hianliiai'tiired  cdg  -  tools  '"oijpo- 
site  the  s;Cond  kapii>l  iMe  tlTrj Im.u  e  ;"  itiat 
l^avid  \Vhip[le,  A,  knilnm,  and  Wild  am  Pabodie 
Aveic  dealers  in  hal.s;  that  yiephea  ( '.  Sini.h,  at 
the  !-ign  of  the  g;e:a  b^a,!,  Ai  iier  i\inginan, 
Chailes  IJadv  in  6:  Co.,  A:  a  Ki  rgn.-on,  Emerson^ 
Nelson,  Noah  Smi(h,  a! ler w anls  .'■  eeictarv  of 
yiace  ol  .'.iaine,  'rimoiiiy  Tciiirle,  and  Hi^hcddcni  & 
-Masoa  deait  in  b,a.l.-  aiid.shoes  ;  thai  WocHlman  tSc 
llart.-lhorn,  Chalk's  IkdAuns,  and  didcoi:  llaoch 
wert!  tailors  ;  that  J(;.diua  B.  Wood  ar.d  John  Mar- 
tin were  br.dccrs,  tl.e  former  being  one  oi  Ihe 
largest  venders  of  lotteiy  liekeks  in  town;  that 
Martin  Bobinson,  John  Johnson,  Samuel  West, 
::^alnuld  b\  Kced  and  J<din  l)reA\  er  weieamon<>  the 
booksellers;  that  John  S.  Barrow  and  William 
W.  Pitman  were  isign  [laiuterr  ;  that  Henry  Ciich- 
iny,  the  honored  SIR ce.-.sor  of  .John  lloAvkiiid  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provideiicj  Insiiiution  for  Sav- 
ing;:, was  a  dealer  in  p  .per  hanging.  ;  that  Ebeue- 
zer  Etjslei  kepi  a  boa-dmg  hon&e  near  the  Court 
iloust;  ;  Halt  Signor  K.  Cahi  ]»ractised  dentistry  ; 
that  the  .M ls^es  Burroii'>li  ^  Cahh  r  kept  u  Voting 
Ladies  Boarding  Seliool,  8.  K-  Bonlils  givemsliiic- 
lion  in  French  and  Italian,  aiui  that  .Mose^  Noyes 
had  licen  a  successliii  teaciier  lor  twenty  Acurs; 
I  thai  F.  C.  Sehallcr  u'  lve  lessons  in  daneing  ;  th;it 
tile  town  then  kepi  far  its  own  use  a  sa:  \eyors 
chain, and  forbid  dogs  nnuiing  al  l|o'ge  under  pen- 
alty of  dialh,  unless  led  by  llieir  owners  with  a 
conk  six  feot  iu  length  ;     that  Wiliiam  Harding 
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proposed  to  clean  c  hirrmeys  with  "ITall's  patent 
Uiachhif'  ;"  :ui(l  hfo  on,  ad  tiijiiiUu,n. 

Ill  lS;)-2,  th'.;  Blaekslone  CuiKil,  tappini^  the  bus- 
iness spniuiin;^"  ii'3  along  its  eniire  leuirlli,  ami 
c>ninuc-iiu'j,'  Pruvldenc'C  witu  the  lieait  of 
chirells,  was  openc.l.  i^ix  boats  constituted  a 
line  lor  Ininsporiiiii^  iuerch;uuii-u  lunl  ii!is,:en;;vr6, 
and  were  ;ulverii.sed  to  go  thtoui^-ii  IVoui  ihi>  city 
to  W(n-cester  in  two  days!  The  eniiiurise  lUiled 
to  reali/.i/ the  cxpecUitKJUiS  of  .-lockholdcrs,  v/as 
linallv  abaiidot.ed,  and  the  Ljcks  biukcii  up.  lu 
Fi-(.Vidence,  ihe  (<nly  iiulkation  ofilie  old  landing 
is  found  on  tlie  diploma  luriiished  hy  the  iMcenan- 
ic.s  As:-ociali'  !i  to  iis  liieinlier-,  and  chirhrj,-  hu-t 
suiuan  r  the  only  remaining  loeU',  located  jii.-  L 
north  of  Mill  Bi'id'ic,  gave  plae.j  U)  tlie  huge  lJ;e- 
Avood  ^Mill  erected  on  its  foundutiv^ii  by  iS.iow  A; 
Lev/io. 

iflasiiifarliiros. 

Innnediaiely  after  the  elo.e  of  the  Revuluti-jn- 
ary  War,    the"  attcnl  Ion   of  entcr[)ri.-ii;g  me;i  in 
Kuoil'.'  Island.  Wi's  turned  to  manulacturcs.    »Joo!)  : 
al'icr  tl;c  I'elu.n  ot  peace  ui  William  i'otter  j 

"coinineiiccd  th.e  manni'.ietuie  of  eotlun  cio.ii,  in 
til  old  way,  \vi'li  coiisiilci  ahlc  sneccsi  and  [n  o- 
fit. "  So  say.-  the  Jot  knai,  of  May  'J'J,  Isjd. 
"The  old  way"  of  Kiroiulaetn.c,  we  .-^Mj.po  e.  was 
liaviiig  the  yarn  si»nn  (ni  h  nul  ^\  heels  m  [iruale 
families,  aiul  woven  in  liand  h^oms.  in  17L1I) 
Saniucl  .SI  Her  St  i.  ivd  iii^  Uiid  at  Tawtuckct,  ami 
appli*.  tl  u  atcr  ouw  rr  t  i  the  nianniact  ui  c,  wliieli 
gave  a  strong  iniiml-c  to  t  nuu/aeini  nig  cnier- 
pris-'.  In  171)1  Almy  ^y  iSrown,  William  Potter, 
above  nienii  )ncd.  Lew  i.-.  i'l-civ,  Andi'i  \v  l>e\fer  and 
Jani.'o  McKenis  were  en:-;  iged  in  the  man.ii'aelu:  e 
of  oiton  u-(;ods.  iU  -id  's  these,  variou;.  oilier 
kinds  of  manufacLnre.j  were  carried  on  in  L;.w.i, 
incliurmg  hai-,  b.iots  and  shoes,  leallier,  saddles 
and  harue.-si  s.  nails,  edge  Lool.-;,  clijecdale,  .-il\er 
and  ;)laied  woi  !..  soap  ai)d  candles,  and  p  ipcr  ; 
buL  the  vah:e  (d'  annual  produels  \velia\eno 
nieui:s  of  ik  ii;;'inii.ing. 

In  l-^U;)  sixteen  eo:ton  mills  weie  in  operalion 
in  Klio.le  islaml,  and  seven  others  erected  but  not 
at  work.  Tluic  sixteen  mills  run  beiweer.  i;5,hUU 
and  11,001)  spindles,  co.isum 'd  ahoui  kJ.Oi).) 
ponnd>  (j1  coittm  weekly,  and  i  nrployed  Uji.\ard- 
of  1  ,Oi)U  loom mo>!  of  uhieii  weie  in  pi'ivate 
families,  and  wm-c  oi;erate(l  Ny  lemale^  (hiring  the 
hours  u  . occupied  by  iheu"  do!iK-s;ie  eoiiecrns. 
The  cotton  w  as  ;;ieiccd  by  ii.md  in  ianiilies  in  tiie 
neighliorhoial  ol  ilie  nulls.  This  biisinc-s  Lave 
e;nployment  to  moic  than  four  Imndred  ianiilies 
for  a  eon.-ideii.hie  pen  iioii  ot  ;lie  ye  ir,  to  whom 
was  paid  npu  a.d  ^A'  c_'(),0'  0  anmiall"  The  capi- 
tal stock  oi  ihi  ;  e  nidls  was  esueialcd  to  e.vceed 
one  hundred  ciolhus  to  a  si/nu'l  ■.  'i"he  improve- 
ment iii  maeninciy  in  n;ul  been  sncn  a.-^  to 
reduce  the  am.-iniL  of  ii.iud  labor  i nr vion.-ly  re- 
quiretl,  (me-ieimi ii.  The  waler  ]  ower  hnjm  ili- 
minislii  (':  ihe  eo.^t  of  weaving  one-half,  and  the 
machine  picker  l  eti  need  ihe  expense  (.f  preparing 
the  co!,tou  lor  cariling  to  a  me  e  tiille. 

In  IMl  tnere  waj  only  (jne  cotton  mill  in  Pun'- 
idci.c  e,  operaicd  by  Jac:;b  W  liilmaa,  containing 
500  spiiulle.-.,  em  lo\  ing  liitecu  hands  and  a  capi- 
tal of  .-^  15,0;  ;0. 

In  l>^ir>  in  and  near  Providence  thei  ;'  were  five 
mills,  viz  :  !\lo  ha- ^uck,  OH!  spin  ll-s  ;  Wheadn: 
<feAdi.',  7sl;  Wdliainsc^  'i'^'ipi',  OIJ;  C n  hi ng 
'i'Jiurber,  5(K);  'fi'om.is  ( in  ene,  500.  Ol  lae  an- 
nual values  pro  liieed  we  have  no  rce  )rd.  Tiie 
same  year,  accordi  ig  to  ihe  il'if/./v  A'////-/. /■,  there 
Avere  wiinin  miles  of  P.-ovidencc,  J  10  c<jtioii 
maniif  cLoiies,  with  i:;0,000  s;>iiune.-,  ].)-;;diieiiig 
27,N10,0U0  yardso,  chilh,  v.dned  O.COO.O'JO,  and 
eiui)l;;ying- i'0,On()  pcr.>ons.  iU-.ides  the  li\  e  mill., 
already  nicntioned,  there  were  in  Khode  i.olaud  at 
this  period  the  i'olh;wing: 


Xorth  Providence. 

Almy,  ]?rn\vn  A  Slater.  ,1  Itia  "W  ansknk  M.-iii.  Co   800 

Oztel  Wilkinson   4i,H    Kiiteuhui    ,\Iiui.  Co         4  li 

SanU.  .V:  l);iiil.  (ireeue..  (ili    lielly  Man.  ('..   ;iJ4 

N.  I'rov'iileiiee  Mm.  Co.  :^.0    (ii-.-vstouo  Man.  ('o   TV,) 

Lyiiiau  .Man.  Co  ■J.:m    Si  I'ljlieu  KaiuhiU  

Henry  Stoiio   I'd    (i  mi  i^iu  Maii.  Co  lODl) 

Sniitli  Mail.  Co   lii    I'liilii.  .Mleu  luuO 

Siuilhlielil  Man.  Co          4iiU    'I'IiumiI  Mill  Ml 

Mraneh  .Man.  Co   Stonheu  Jeaekci  it  Sou  luO 

Almy,  Jlrou  ii  I'c  Slater.  ..tHO 

(..'(UiiitilainJ. 

Sam'Ut  Dan'l  If  iriis...  412    Crook  F.ill  Mnii.  Co   4Sa 

l;LMiiejtt  Willi, pk-   4)4    Criwfo.e   riliis   Ml 

liiitv  M;in.  <'o  lo.ii  .\ .  A  Smil  u  Ca|<ron.    .  .  4  Ii 

Wolcotl.  I'otl.n-  .V  Co...  tia-<    A.  A  Oiiv.T  i  a'.lou   :(Jt 

Social  .^laii.  Co   7i)^   Joliu  G.  Wliii)ijlti   'J.VJ 

.T.  Ilandall   ;;.(',)  St t'l.licn  I'otter   'i-'iS 

In  lfiiiit  Man.  Co   Kiiii  William  Spramio  Vl'i 

Tlioiuas  .Si)r:\'.;iie    .i'lJ  Xatii-  'VI m.  Co  'J  ni) 

William  I'oitcr   .OuO  Crau.-^ion  .Man.  Co   iHi 

Waiiseut  Tonil    S.>0    Kiehmon  1  Man.  Co   lO.'O 

Itoj).'  "^I.iii.Cij  '.ill  0    W.sli'ilv  ^ian.('o   -l-tt 

Koi-klanil  .Man.  Co   7')ll    .Ma.-hhas.-oek  .Man.  Co.  V,^ 

Franklin  <t  Waterman. .  dm)   Samuel  Williain.s   :r.,l 

.Joliu  H.  Callahan   tiin)    Union  Man. Co  14^1 

William  I'otter   Juo   (liestnui  Hill   500 

r.urnlliill.: 

Taskill  :\lau.Co   -..l    l'as,-oa;.;u.01ill   ;)!'() 

Coliynliia   lai    Alhim  I'oiul   .'Jim 

(Hiict  iii-r. 

('h.-paclu  t  :'.ran.  Co          (iua    Union  :>[an.  Co   400 

lU'iu.  nt  .M.m.  Co   .Iinemiali  Ki'veh   JSO 

<;r,,nirUh. 

l*ota-,vumiiLMaii.  i;o....llOJ    Blount  ll  -pe   yjM 

nc<(  (,'rci-/uci<h. 
.\oose  Neck  Man.  Co  ...  list    Kiiodii  l.-tla  ml  Tttan.  Co  '."^K 

(i  i  cenu  iili  Mm. Co.  '■'•■Hi    LiOorty  iM.ni.  Co   ;!(iO 

C.'.'(-«//y. 

Covi'iitrv  Man.  Co  I&.a)    Aikw  ri;',lit  Man.  Co...  '24(10 

Wa.sliii._'tnn   .Mill.  Co..  CM    Klark  1 1  „  k  .^!  ;i  n .  Co. . . .  IC'i 

llim-«  A  Ai  nolil   I  iii    iv.'ni  M.iii.  Co   :tT2 

C.-iiti  al  -Man,  Co   .V>2    .lolm.-ton  Man.  Co   I4t 

(iri'unv  ill.;  ;iian.  Co          "i  VJ    Julm  ,v  l-!l^lla  (Jreeue. .  •2>S 

Warw  ick  :Man.  Co  2700    f  II  n- M.m.  Co   m 

W.ii  wii-K-  Siiiiiiiiir;  .sill!     m    !,iji|,itt  .\laii.  Co,  ■2.')ii() 

I'rovi.lcii'a-  M.in.  Co. . .  .  ;.uO  I;  , WiMiam.s  .M.  Co..  l.iO;) 
,).    Kho(|.-s     Harris    .V  .M  i  mln-^l  er  M  an.  Co. . .  1  lOU 

Simlll  I'Miil    'I'iUaiiv  .Man.  Co   4(10 

Riecville  Man.  Co  :U.il    (o  ec.o  ;.lan.  Co    7  SO 

X,o;'h  h,ii:i:U,n„. 
North  Kingstown  Co...  300    Coeeiie.Tillin^liast  .V  Co  81)0 
Kirli-r. 

K.xeter  Man.  Co   lOS    Kx.^lin'    Union  Co   '2lti 

l!crl,:,i,l..l. 

Kichiuoiul  :\Iaii.  Co  ...  MIO    ll.ynol.ls  M.iu.  Co   ;J24 

South  KiiKjJuic,,. 
Xarraiiaiisett  M.m.  Co    420 

JOnterjjriso  IVI  luuiaetui  in;;  Co   l,/0 

Tinj  f  .7. 

Globe  Man.  Co   ."lOO    Iniiou  .Man.  Co   2u4 

!i,nt)!id. 

lliclimoiui  Maiuifaeturiii-c  t  o   o'24 

\\  hell'  ninnljer  of  M>iii<IK  s  \\  itliiu  tlie  State  of  Khoilo 
Islau.l,  7o,''72. 

.  The  cciiSns  of  ProvIdem;e  for  18-JO,  returns  five 
coUon  mill-,  tv.'o  \vool  n  mill.-,  two  l)leac!iing  e.-- 
tabli.-'liments,  till e:'  liyo  house-;,  on,' grain  mill, 
oucoilmhl,  t^voc  lo'lii  rs  woiks,  i I'.-ee  i-  tpe  walks, 
one  gin  (usi dlei  i  a  .d  lojr  mm  di-iil  i  ii:  -. 


T!:e  Pr  .vueaie 


Mill, 


r.s  Ihiet 


Worlds,  w.is  bniL  hi  J>lo.  'i  in  •  Kiill\>a<  oiieiated 
by  a  ,'teain  engine.  ,nad  ■  in  ^Phi!  delphia,  hy  the 
celebrated  Oli\cr  Isva.is.  tlie  ievenlor  of  L'ne  long 
cylinder  btnlers  now  in  e,eneral  use,  substanii  dly 
as  conslrueted  origin. dly  by  him,  and  .aill  deeuied 
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by  many  at  the  prc^icnt  time,  the  safest  aud  most 
ecijiiouucal  loriu  of  steaai  boilers. 

The  supei  i.ilcinleut  of  this  woolen  mill,  Mr. 
Sauford,  \va.s  a  \ciy  :^killful  Eii.!,U--5hinan,  a;id  un- 
der hib  ilireclion  was  made  Ihe  firsL  !>(.'! f-aci in 
mule  spinniiip;  machine  ii^i.  d  in  tlie  Uniicd  Si.ati.'s. 
T!k' tlirradrf  were  drawn  upwaids,  verlieally,  in- 
stead of  Inn-izonlally,  as  now  aceomplibhed  in 
modern  ^elf-aeiiu'?  mulei  for  .sijiuniug  cot.ou  and 
Avooh.-n  yarn. 

'i'his  woolen  mill  in  its  day  was  deemed  the 
mos-t  perfect  in  New  Eii;4'land  ;  ar.d  vciy  ;j^ood 
tine  broad  cloih^  wei-e  made,  v/hieh  were  .S(;ld  a.s 
bigli  as  ten  and  t\V(-!vi.'  d(j!:ar,s  [a  r  yard  durin;^'  the 
war  wiMi  Great  Br:  am  it:  ISl.'M  l. 

The  i)!  ineiiial  Iron  louudry  was  operated  by 
Mr.  David  Willvins'tu  wh'jrc  the  I  ranldin  Foun- 
dry now  i-^.  Lliareual  was  UmhI  lur  nieilin^i;  tiie 
iron  ;  iuid  at  lime-,  cliareoal  wai^ons  Ir  nu  Gh/eeoter 
were  enii'tied direetiy  into  tlie  devouriuL;-  luriiaee. 
The.blast  wii;j  obtained  by  beliows  operated  by 
water  [iDwer.  Jt  was  deemed  a  ii;reat  aehievemenl 
to  bum  antliraeiie  coal  m  this  furnace  ten  or 
twelve  years  af(cr^>  ..rds. 

Ill  isi^  a  machine  slu)})  was  p. it  in  operation  by 
Mr.  Simi'.el  \.)-dea,  on  Balk  street,  opposite  ilie 
oRl  gri.-L  mid,  (.n  Charles  ^-ireet,  wi^'re  cotton  ma- 
cbihci  V  wa^  maile,  aijd  whence  o;  ij^^inalc  d  .several 
traiiictl  iuechaiiie.^,  who  ai'ierward-.  tj.'eam  •  cmi- 
lu.'iiL  in  tli^  ir  day.  '1  lie  </id  Wan^kiilc  Mill,  run- 
nimr  <''00  >iiindle,s,  wliich  stood  wliere  tlic  .-pleiivlid 
new  woolen  mill,  l^earinj,'  tlie  .^aiae  name,  lio ,v 
(staiidt:,  wa.-  o.:e  of  tlie  i^arlie.-.t  cotton  mills  opera- 
ted ill  ihis  vieiiiiiy  ;  and  was  tlie  (irst  mill  and  lir.->t 
buildin/j  lii;,ii!ed  by  coal  >;:is.  Many  visitois  wont 
to  see  tills  iiu\cl  I'lode- of  idiimination,  so  superior 
to  the  dim  lij:,ht  of  lallow  candles  and  common 
oil  lamps  then  in  m  e,  ^vllieh  onee^  seemed  to  make 
darkness  vi.-ible,  in.~teau  of  irradiatiui;-  as  with 
Bolar  liiihl  the  riishii:,L;  machiiieiy. 

Tlie  iirst  calico  prmiiiiT  in  rrovidence  was  by 
the  hrm  o['  Scliaiil»,  l)ub<jMiae  'ri>.-oi:,  in  171)1, 
who  e(.inme!ieed  the  bnsme.^s  in  the  old  Nevvcil 
Ciiocobde  Mill  l;iiiitlinu-,  then  oceiniyiiiLV  the  pics- 
cm  siti'  of  the  Franklin  Foundry.  A  specimen  of 
tbl.-  calico  is  in  the  (.  :ibiiut(jf  (>nv  IlisKjrical  rio- 
cicty.  'I'lie  enteiprise  did  not  succeed,  and  th3 
year  followin;;-  Mr.  L(;opokt  Tis  jol  ''set  irptliedy- 
m<;  of  Enrcjj/can  Idiie  linen  and  cotton  yarn,  at 
tlic  house  of  Mr.  Nehemiah  Smith,  on  the  west  ut 
;Mill  Bridge."    In  j?ion,  Mr.  BcLer  S(;liaub  was  en-  j 

failed  with  1(  ibert  Newell  and  Samuel  Tiiurber,  | 
r.,  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  han^iiitr.-. 
Moas.  Dubosiine,  who  had  been  cinmected  witli  j 
the  French  Navy,  like  most  of  his  bouij^eoise  ! 
eonn!rym<'n  during  the  llevoliition,  was  auard^'Ut 
devotee  of  lilicrty,  tlioui^h  eomprchcndiin;-   but  | 
imiieriectly  its  principle^.    In  convcisation  one  : 
day  with  John   llow'land,  he  wa^  asked  if  he' 
thouglit  the  French  people  understood  what  lib- 
erly  meant?    ''No,  sar,"  was  the  prompt  reply , 
'•my  countrymen  know  nolini?  abmu  leeber/.c  but 
dey  /(■///  have  him :''  a  statement  tliat  may  explain 
the  failure  of  tlie  attempt,  under  livjljespierre  and 
liis  a<soeiaJes,  to  secure  it.     l)ubos(iiie_  eonipre- 
hended  as  little  our  financial  teclmiealilies  as  did 
bis  e.miitryme.i  the  true  idea  of  freedom.  Iloldini?; 
stock  in  the  Wa-shim^ton  Bridge,  on  which  sev- 
eral a  se-  -menis  had  bee.a  cidlected,  he  wa.i  aske  I 
if  it  paal  dividends?    "  (.)  yes,"  be  replied;  "I 
have  pa",  already,  two,  tree,  d'vidender." 

In  1;  (K»  ihe  Brovidenee  .Mechanics  Association 
emidoNcil  iis  inihience  to  [iromole  iiiannlac'ares 
by  ni'-uiorializing  Comrrc-s  on  the  sniject.  In 
IHID  John  VVvjodvvard  F^q.,  in  behalf  of  the  Provi- 
dence Tammany  Society,  wrote  a  i)amplilet  show- 
ing: the  necessity  of  encourai^in^' doiiKV-lic  manu- 
factnr-  s,  which  was  published.  Copies  were  sent 
to  John  Adams,  Jeliersou,  Madison,  and  J.  Q. 


Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State,  all  of  whom,  in 
then-  letters  ot  ack.iov/ledgement,  approve  the 
general  principles  it  sets  foith. 
'  On  the  Inth  of  January,  1820,  a  meeting  of 
I  manufacturers  \vas  ludd  at  Nelson's  Hotel  in  Baw- 
luck'ct,  Samuel  Slater  presiding-,  at  which  James 
KlKjdes  and  Sa:nuel  Greene  were  appointed  dele- 
gate.^ to  reprc^sent  Kliode  Island  in  a  General  Con- 
vention of  Manufacturers  to  be  held  in  N  -w  York 
on  tlie  17th  of  tlie  same  imjnili.  Bciore  sejiara- 
ting.  a  resolution  was  adoiiied  recommending  the 
formation  of  a  society  lor  the  encouragement  of 
Domestic  Indusuy. 

In  aecai  dance  with  this  resolution,  a  meeting 
was  held  at  Blake's  Hotel  in  Providence,  Feb. 
25th,  at  which  "  the  Rhode  Island  Society  lor  the 
encouragement  of  Domestic  Industry"  was  or- 
ganized, James  Rhodes  being  elected'  President, 
James  l^uriiU,  Jr.,  Samin-l  Slater  and  James 
D'Wolf  Vice  Prcidents,  anil  William  E.  Rich- 
mond rrea.uicr.  A  charter  was  granted  by  the 
Geiicial  Assembly  at  the  October  ses.-ion. 

We  regicL  tii.it  the  slatis-iics  of  manufactures  of 
all  kiiuls  in  Pro\  idenec  in  1.S2U  aie  so  meagre. 
Could  they  be  Cidleeted,  they  woald  tloiibt  ess 
make  a  re.-pectable  show.  Tne  tiity  year.^  now 
closed,  exiiibit  an  extraordinary  LM'owth  iu  ail  de- 
inirim.nts  of  iMdur.iry.  The  la>t  oilieiil  returns 
v.  e  have  of  the  iii.inafaetnres  of  the  Stale,  were 
made  i:i  iMiO.  i'>y  these  it  ai)pea  -s  that  tliere 
wei-(!  ■■>:)  Woolen  Mills  i-.i  Rhode  I-l;md,  with  a 
capital  of  ^55,-2;;;), lOi,  employing  G,al).3  hands,  anp 
pr..dueiiig  to  the  value  of  iff.'il,  172,1.^1,  There 
were  aB(;  141  C  itton  Mills,  v.'ith  a  capital  of 
igir>.71G,'J()U,  nmnin!;  .•■;.':!),(jl)5  spindles  and  10,518 
loom-,  ein[)lo\-i.ig  KJ.OIl)  hinds,  and  producing 
l<i:l,Mj5,l)78  yai-d.;  of  clotli,  valued  at  !555,178,5 lU. 
Tlie  value  of  all  ^orts  o:' manutacinres  for  the 
year  was  > H).>,lU(i,.')l»5.  This  year  there  were  in 
Providence  in5  steam  emiiut's  aggi-egating  a  horse 
power  of  5, Sill,  tteam  Itoilera  it*  the  number  of 
270,  one  es;abli.- hnieiit  utinii-  w.der  power,  11  us- 
ing horse  ]) ow  er,  and  I-17  using  manual  labor.  The 
total  number  of  manufacturers  in  Ihe  city  is  set 
down  at  Gil,  eniploying  12.272  hands,  and  pro- 
ducing a  toJrd  valui  of  •'i5;iO,G2o,  177.  01  course, 
live  years  have  added  very  considerable  to  the 
productive  industry  of  the  city. 

JFcwclry   aiiiil  Silver  Ware. 

The  mariuf.iclure  of  silver  was  commenced  in 
Providence,  in  a  .-mall  way,  soon  after  the  termi- 
nation of  the  revoluiionary  war,  S  luders  Pitman 
and  Cvril  Dodge  being  amom;!  lie  ea!lie.st  to  engage 
in  it.  '  The  latter  built  the  si;  called  "Dr.  Wheatou 
House  "  and  the  Ob.uliali  Brov/n  lit)use  "  on 
Thomas  street,  and  it  was  jocularly  said,  he  paid 
for  them  in  silver  ijuekles.  In  )  a  committee 
of  the  .Mechanics  Assoei.'tion  ai'i)oiiited  to  collect 
statistics,  repnrt  as  made  in  Pro\  idenee  that  year, 
100  pairs  silver  buckles,  1, 100  pairs  plated  buckles, 
aud  «i)  dozens  silver  .-poons  of  diHereut  sizes.  In 
1.S0.>  the  manufacture  of  silver  spoons,  u-old  beads 
and  finger  rings,  was  carried  on  to  a  moderate  ex- 
tent, by  Nehemiah  Dodge,  Pitman  and  Dorrance, 
John  C.  Jenckes  and  Ezekiel  Burr.  Not  far  from 
this  (inie  they  began  the  manufacture  of  jewelry, 
giving  employment  to  about  30  hands.  The  busi- 
ness continiud  to  increase  until  in  l^lb  the  value 
of  the  product  am  )unted  to  .-^i'.OO.Onn.  It  received 
a  seveie  check  in  I81i;  and  V<\7,  but  levivcd  with 
renewed  >-i!:-(n'  the  following  year,  a  d  in  1820 
0(301). 000  worth  of  jewclr*-  was  produced,  em- 
ploying the  labor  d  .:00  hands. 

Among  tin;  names  of  indi\ iduals  aud  firms  tiien 
engaged  iu  this  business,  we  lind  the  following  : 
Ezekiel  Burr,  Frost  &  .Mumford,  Gorham  &  Bc- 
bce,  Samuel  Lopfv.,  Whiting  .Metcalf,  Jonathan  B, 
Nichols,  Galen  &  Arroet  Richmond,  Franklin 
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Richmond,  (watchiiinker  and  jowt'lcr,^  Chri^tvopliov  | 
BiiiT,  Adnali  Sackett,  l.loyd  Shaw,  Gcoige  Lhii- 
moiis,  Pardoa  Sjinmcus.  Williuin  R.  Tayhn-,  Iclia- 
bod  Toinpkius,  Joicph  Vcazic,  Arnold  Wliii^plf, 
Josiah  Wliiiakcr  t^c  Co.,  Davis  liabUitt,  oiuuKd 
A'l'azlc,  Ezia  \V.  Dod'2,c%  Elli- likliuioiid,  Edwuid 
S-  l.yon.  Tiicrc  were  ti-n  j;i\,'elrv  aud  watcli- 
inakeio  storoi.  Tin  cciiMis  oi  riuvitlciico  lo." 
ImOj,  talccu  iiiidi-r  tiie  diixc  lion  of  Dr.  Edwin  !\[. 
SuoAV,  ixpi-rtj  jG  e  labliiiiiiieid-  as  Ukii  I'liLja^-ed 
in  the  ni  iiml'actiire  oi'  je-wi  h'v  and  >ii  ,-cjr  ware, 
prodiiciu-4:  a  value  oi"  0-d;.)i>.<JiJU.  and  ii.siiig-  the  j 
labor  aiid  -kill  of  ab.>al  ij.iht  liaiuD.  The  ^Sia'e  j 
ceii.-tis  lor  I  .Si;,"),  prepared  al..;)  by  Di'.  Snow,  lUiJei' 
the  head  ol  .Jeurby  ar.d  Jt  \.e!er.--'  Eindinu.s.  le- 
lioi'L-5  l.>  ni;iii!ii',,elia-er:^,  eiiiMloyin'j,-  721  hands, 
V,-!!h  a  total  wdue  :  f  ]  i-iDdiiei  .'(i.  -t  I  ,iU  i.O'i.";,  while 
uiauin'ac' area's  oi  sd\  er  wai  c  rinpbtN'ed  ;aJl 
liand.>,  and  ;)i-udaccil  a  U)lal  v.^hieoi  •tT-'.'). 

'i'he  I'rovidrnee  DireeL^ay  loi'  ISiili,  ;;ivi'S  llie 
names  ul'?!  individuals  aiul  linns  eaua;i;e>i  in  tiu> 
ni  innl'aelui  eol'je-.v  eliy,  and  m  1  wh-)  ni  I'auiaetu 'c 
Blivia'waie.  The  la:  ^e  t  c -i  ddi- hmeiil  iii  lihode 
Jsland,  il  nol  ia  the  w;.i-bl,  lor  Ihi'^  1  alter  business, 
i.s  (iie  (ii ' -hiun  Mauninctn:  in;.';  Caniipany  in  this 
eii.v.  W'hal  i.>  l!n' to'al  value  cd  itd  amiual  iiro- 
duels  AVe  are  iinable  to  siale. 

Mude  wa- at  this  dale  o,a^  of  the  ciiarnis  of 
soeial  11  le  ana  id'  i  lublie  ee jo  .'ment.  Oliver  Shaw, 
onr]ih:)de  Dlind  1  laydn ,  Avas  n aw  ia  the  lull 
viii'oi"  of  his  luadeai  paw  (.a-s,  and  was  (■;)iistanlly 
s(aid;i:L;-  furih  .strain  -  sW'rlaad  in.-j ari n<;-  that  ha\e 
not  Via  e  'a  I'd  to  vilir  it  -  oa  Ih;'.  ear.  i !  e,  krpl  his 
'•>Mi!sirii  JJ  jiioiiory  "  on  We.-tmi  .sler  ^treet. 
and  hi;=  "  Bir  I  leL  loo.  e,"  '■  Siar  of  lha Ldi  hc  a," 
"  Allayed  in  1  hauls."  .MarvV  Tcar.^,"  '*  llou.e 
of  my  ooul,"  "  Tluae'o  lU/i hinu- true  but  Heaven," 
and  othc!'  c  aup.-si'i  ^a /red  aiul  lU'CiUur,  \wvc 
anu)!a;'  l!a'  oopular  jjieci's  ol  the  day,  and  g-ave  an 
laereax  d  alliacaio.i  lo  lii,'  pro<;-|-;uiiiiK'^,  of  rul  he 
C/oneiats.  'I'hc  P-alloma.i  Sot-iety  of  Avhie'.i  lu! 
\va:-  the  Ir'ad,  Avas  ia  its  hevday,  and  many  n  )W 
liviiif^'  rianeiidjer  with  unabated  d  dia'hl  the  su- 
perb niaraaa'  in  v.dnca  Oratoi  ios  weii,'  i/ro(lueed, 
iUldailird  1)/  Ih;-  V(ji(a'S  oi'  TlUjUias  ti.  \V;  bb, 
bamral  Iv.ldA'.  .Sloses  ^joAi's,  li.nrv  Ca-hin-j,', 
Oliver  jCendall,  Job  An-ell,'Da,!doi  I  h  Lyon,  W'd- 
liam  Henry  Sauth,  Samai  rrbi'^ley,  Vaia'unn  ^Vilk- 
inson,  Mis.  Jane  EaboJie,  Mrs.  Isaae  Eield.  Mi.-s 
llari-iet  lMiilla-(jok  (afterwards  Mrs.  L'udiinj;-,)  and 
others.  Erosli,  too,  is  tluar  memory  of  tiie  touch- 
ing reudei  iai;-,  by  Miss  EhiibrooK-,  of  th '  great 
master's  "  Not  lung  true  bal  Uea'.  en."  The  el- 
fcnds  ol  this  soeieay  did  niu(ai  to  d  -velop  a  purer 
musical  ta-te  in  this  eoi;uuiiaity,  and  deserves  a 
page  in  tiie  history  of  (uir  (  i'v, '  that  has  not  yet 
beeii  accorded  it  :  and  Avlieii  \vc  think  (d"tlic  blind 
miiistrel  by  the  spirit  of  whose  -ona  we  have  been 
i\o  ol'tcn  entrance;!,  we  are  pro:nated  to  ask  Avhy  a 
life  (d  so  mucii  Avortii  has  not  been  wrii  teu? 
TJst!    Bj«';^at  l*f«fi'.«».Mioii, 

There  Averc  giaids  at  the  Pro\  idcncc  Bar  in 
those  daViB-  nien  profoural  m  Blackstone,  Palfen- 
doll',  and  L'ol^e  upon  LiUleion  ;  men  avIio  knew 
how  to  :i  ease  in  the  best  light  before  a  jn.ry  ; 
Avho  nndiastood  all  the  intrieaeics  of  the  law,  ami 
Avho  could  carry  their  clients  through  it:;  li.iz;u-d- 
oiis  clnunicl.  even  when  thrcatcaictl  ou  the  one 
liand  by  the  Seyll  i  of  too  little  evidence,  and,  on 
the  other,  by  the  Charybdi.s  <d'  too  much.  Tlierc 
Avcre  Josev)h  L.  Tilling-liast,  dislinguished  on  the 
lioor  of  Congress,  Tri. :1am  Ihiraxs,  before  wiiose 
scathing  sarca-an  John  lt;,ndolph  (juiuied  in  the 
United  SlatcsCongres.'--,  ketia-  I'ratt,  Philip  Crapo, 
Mathaniel  Scarle,  Jame.;  Barnll,  Jr.,  Benjamin 
CoAvell,  afterwards  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
uiou  Pleas,  Samuel  AV.  Biidghaui,  the  first  Mayor 


of  our  city,  Thoma.^  Burgess,  tlie  upright  Judge 

of  Proi)ate,  Akoert  G.  Greeiic,  Henry  A.  ilcjgcrs, 
Benjamin  Uuzzens.  Dexter  U;uidall,  Samuel  Dex- 
ter, Gardner  Daugeit,  llem-y  Bowen,  Walter  R. 
D;inioitli,  Tia-i  inidi  Lii'i)itt,  ^Villiaul  E.  Itich- 
mond,  EemueiJL.  Aiaohl,  C  harles  N.  Tii>beLts, 
liichard  W.  (ireene,  ,)o.-eph  K.  Angel),  Chai  les  E. 
'']"illiagh:;st,  Widiani  A.  Shcj  ard,  ^\'iHiaul  II. 
Siuitn,  John  B.  11.  Leon  .rd,  William  K.  Staples, 
'i  honiar,  kiv>  rs.  haniuel  V.  Atwell,  John  Whipple, 
Thoaias  E.  Cai  i)ente!',  and  James  B.  DorriUice. 
Daviil  llov/cll  w.is  on  the  J;(aieii,  and  Samuel 
Eddy  Av  IS  i  1  Congnss.  Ia  the>e,  wit,  wisdom, 
leg:ti  kianv  ledgi',  lact,  and  l\;rensic  eloipience  cul- 
mmated  — i>resentiiig  a  gahixy  of  taleat  seldom 
seen  in  '-liC  gcneiation.  Wh:i't  a  histm-y  clusters 
;i!a)ue,d  e aeh  n:uae  !  And  Avii:it  a  gioiy,  were  the 
hi-loi  j'  wi-liic a,  \.a»ald  it  shed  Ui)on  tlie  Khodo 
1  daiul  I'ai  of  isjo  !    ^\'ho  Avili  AViile  it  'c 

The  medleal  professioii  was  wcdl  reiiresciited  in 
Pros  idenee.  The  bjlloAving  gentlemen,  in  LSJU, 
w  e.-j  ia  active  pii  ctiee,  A  iz :  Drs.  Wil- 
r.:ini  i)Owen,  Eardou  Bi)wen,  John  .Mackie,  Jacob 
Enller,  ll:irvey  H.jl.iiitjon,  Levi  Wheaton. 
Tiiom:is  .M.  B:irrows,  irichniond  Browneli, 
J  js.  pii  I*tLiuran,  John  W.  liichnnaid,  Thomas 
Gi'eaie,  (;;oi'::e  II.  Tillingiia:-! ,  David  Jewett, 
.Jojepli  :.l:i-on.  Pardon  Browneli  and  John  A. 

St(a;r. 

In  the  Directcn-)'  for  1821,  the  lirst  publi.  hed  in 
l'rv)\ idciice,  we  lind  the  n:imcs  of  Drs.  Usher  i'ar- 
Sdnion  A.  Arnold,  Stei)hen  Kantbdl,  Lean- 
d.a-  L  ilev,  David  B.  Slack,  David  Torrev,  William 
I'eck,  Willi  i:n  11.  All  ii,  .\':idianiul  Dwiuht,  S.  IE 
Kiaiyoi:,  .\,ii  li a  Ih  aiaai  d,  (Jeor;4e  O.  (iilhert  and 
Cii;u"h's  (ii;odwin.  If  with  tlie  skill  and  e.Kperi- 
e:ice  lor  whieh  many  of  these  gentlemen  were  dis- 
tiiig,;ish:al,  di-case  and  (lc:ilh  stid  pre.vailcd  in  the 
eoiiMuunily,  it  inu:a  be  alti  ihntetl  ia)t  to  the  want 
(a'e:irue-l  and  |)(.:r.Ti-ten!  (.afoi  isto  save  life,  but  to 
an  irrevoc.ible  law  that  no  human  powercan  over- 
c.tmc.  Of  drui^i'is;.-,  a  cla  ^  iiidisj)taisiblc  to  phy- 
sici:uis,  and  boidiu'!,-  vital  rel  dions  to  tiie  hygiene 
of  ihr  L:)wa,  tlu  le  were  eleven,  wlio  pat  up  prc- 
seiiplioas  oi  })owder,  bolus  (jr  tincture,  Avitli  scru- 
pulouj  cue,  viz:  Josei)li  Ikdeh,  Jr.,  John  IE 
.\Ia;ion,  E.  S.  II.  Leonard,  Henry  Waterman, 
Horatio  (E  Bowcn,  George  IIoiiiuu,  Amos  J. 
lihodes,  Duty  (Jreeiic,  Wdiitney  ami  Tillinu:hast, 
aud  two  others  whone  mimes  are  not  reinendjercd, 

In  ly.'yl  the  cholera  made  iis  appc:iranec  in  New 
York',  aud  lor  some  Aveeks  proved  extensively 
iat:d.  It  soon  extended  to  other  princii^al  cities 
of  tile  L'uion,  and  spread  c  aisteraaticm  througii- 
oiiL  tlie  country.  1 1  Avas  a  disease  of  whieh  little 
v/as  kn  nvn,  and  public  opinion  Avas  divided  as  to 
its  coi;t isiious  character.  The  ciiiiinion  al;irm  was 
natui  ally  partaken  of  in  Providence,  and  a  .Medi- 
c:il  Commission,  con-isting  tn' Drs.  Joseph  Mau- 
ran,  Tlioinas  II.  Welib  and  SimnelB.  Tol)e3' Avas 
sent  to  New  York  to  investigate  the  cause,  nature, 
and  treatment  ol  the  di.-ease.  The  duties  assiirncd 
these  g-  nthaiien  were  A'cry  faithfully  discharged, 
they  having  examined  risiug  two  hiindred  cases  in 
the  hosintals  and  been  present  :it  a  large  number 
ofp;)sL  n\oi  tem  operations.  Tlie  result  (d"  tiicir 
ex;iinination8  wa:j  a  continuation  of  the  oj)iniou 
with  Avhicn  they  left  home,  viz  :  tliat  tin;  cholera 
Avas  "not  highly  cantagious."  But  thi<  was  not 
tlie  general  ifeli"g  lua\-,  asid  on  their  rt  liiruilie 
commission  loiind  Iheaiselves  ihe  subjrets  of  a 
rigorou;3  quarantine.  Kegardiug  tliis  as  an  ab- 
surd aud  nee(iless  pryeautlon,  and  anxious  to 
i-each  their  families,  they  kuuled  ia  M:issaeliusetts 
Avith  a  view  of  enteriiiLi-  Providence  from  the  main 
land.  i)ut  the  h'pcrs  of  old  wt  re  nc\  er  more  se- 
dulously avoided.    In  Seekouk  uo  admission  to  ii 
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public  house  for  refreshments  would  be  e;rante(l. 
The  same  alarm  prevailed  iu  Pawtuckct,  and  after 
ii  ciietiitous  route  the)'  found  tberasclves  at  llor- 
tou's  Grove,  wlu-i-e  they  were  lio~;i)ital)ly  enter- 
tained. But  tlieir  escape  lV(Mn  th^'  vc^si'l  Irul  been 
norsed  abroad,  and  their  approaeli  to  the  town  in- 
creased the  ;dn-ady  exi-^Lin'J;  d''e;id.  wliil.j  dis- 
cus.-in^j;  ^viili  vigiK'(jus  appetites  ilio  exeell'/nt 
spread  made  by  tUeir  nntcrriti(  d  h^ist.  they  u;  re 
waited  upon  by  a  townsman  direcled  to  s  'C  tliat 
tliey  had  be'.n  properly  fiiiui!j,-Ue;l  Ixd'nre  erns-i;!''- 
the  line  !  A  few  sCL''ar  stu.nps  ieit  Uy  in.:  I'ai  ty  uii 
the  piazza,  servctlllie  I'lnpiK-e  of  rai-niL'' !  mc-  nt'e?.;- 
Bary  siuoki'  wliile  tlicy  iini-hed  Ihrirueal;  and 
with  the  ri  (juirenii-nis  of  antlioriiy  thn  ;  answiTcd, 
they  we;e  pei'mittcd  to  enter  th;j  city  witliout  fur- 
ther molest  ilioii  !  At  tiie  nidinent.  this  dd  ly 
was  vexatiiiir  ,  and  natuially  excited  ou  the  jiart 
ot  its  subj'J^■tr^  a  mea^  iire  of  uidlLi'ntrdon  ;  but  alti-r 
a  lap^e  ol  lhir;v-:-(;vcn  ycai's,  witli  a  beltrr  I\(miw1- 
ecli;e  of  the  disease,  i:  tukes  of  th:'  liiilicrons, 
and  makes  an  amn  -iivj,-  slory  i n  t)i-oles- Ion  d  cir- 
cles, with  which  t'>  "s  t  flic  'aljle  in  a  loar." 

I'lie  f(iil(;win,i!,-  nieidcni  illustrate.-,  the  a.inusir.tij 
side  of  this  qii  u'.iniine  aim  nuec.  I\hij  >y  >I.  .M. 
NoalMvas  a  j):e  scn'.::(  r  on  benrd  ti.'C  sieandioat 
Benjamin  Franklin,  from  New  Yoilc,  a-e.l  was 
[Stopped  at  R..nicrs(  L.  \\'licn  the,  }ihy.~iei,iiis  came 
on  boar.l,  ihcv  oulcre-l  boih  jM.-scr.^ero  and  eicw 
to  be  paraded  in  the  dinini;  cabin,  anil  commenced 
the  exammati(;n  asfollow>:  ([ii^  s/iaii.  Ivlordecai 
M.  N;'ah?  A  us/n  I-.  J I  re  idr,  at  your  se\i'c. 
Run  out  }om'  tonj,MU',  Mi'.  Moah.  Wli;  renpon  Mr. 
Noah  exiemied  to  viev;  a  lieaiihy  lo.-uii.t^  lon-:uc, 
which  the  ymiULie-t  i)h','.- ieiaii  evamineil  uilii  coi;- 
fdderablc  circ  ;md  allenli'ni.  (',.  llavc  xoii  aM>- 
/>(/./ (//V;m/(/, /■  about  yon,  Mr.  Noali  ?  .1.  Not  that 
1  know  ol",  .si;'-~I  dcvoiiretl  Iwupnund  (d' i  ( 1  bei  I 
for  my  dinner  yeslerd  iy,  and  \va:  bed  it  ilo'.vn  wit.i 
a  bottle  ol  cl;:i  (-l.  I  co'n.  ider  n,}  .  clf  ti>  l)e  in  ,i;eM,d 
health.  (>.  Ha  .  e  \  ()U  had  tlie  ;'!>oh:!  a  v.  ilhin  ten 
days,  to //"/'/• /.//o  .-A  ;///r  .  .Mr.  Noidi?  .1.  J  li;tve 
iiol,  sir,  but  I  have  a  w  ife  a.  cl  children.  (I.  If  .^  oii 
are  iiermitied  to  land,  will  >  jdidire  yom>;dl 
never  to  become  a  town  panpi  i-  w  ithin  the  low  ii 
of  S(jmerset,  and  will  you  IcaVc  the  tovMi  iuiiricdi- 
ateiy  ?  A.  J  w  ill  n:.t  <ndy  [d-di^e  m}-seii  to  leave 
the  town  id"  tMimer/et  inunediately,  bnl  1  w  ill  i;ive 
yon  my  w oul  that  1  a\  id  never  enter  it  air  iin 
knowingly,  "either  i)y  ni.i;,ht  or  1  }'  day;  t-r  jusi  be- 
fore nigiit  or  jutt  Ia  foi-e  ilay."  Alter  lims  cx;ini- 
irdug  the  whole  .slap's  ccnnpauy,  tiny  were  per- 
uiitled  to  land  and  proceed  to  Taunton. 

ISrowH  Ueiivci'.-iJiy  titv.  I'sibJit;  .*<i!joo!«. 

Dr.  ]\Iesser  was  still  at  the  head  of  I'rown  Uni- 
versity, a  nu-del  of  cmirtoy,  I'rndeiice  and 
fidelity,  and  wIua  e  memory  is  yet  chci  i.de  d,_b3' 
his  surviving  |)upil>  with  a  teuderr.ess  oi  allectien 
rarely  witnes.-ea.  The  Faculiy  of  IM'O  ue; e  Ctil- 
viu  Fark,  Professor  (d"  ].angna!.;es,  Moral  rhih;- 
sophy  and  Metaphysics;  LM.ioUKui  Diowne,  .Ma- 
teria i^lediea  and  Botany  ;  Le\  i  AVheaton,  ihecry 
and  Praciice  of  Meoicine;  'I'ristam  l]nri;ess.  Ora- 
tory; John  M.  J"'.ddy,  Arialomy  and  t::Uige.y; 
John  Devvolf,  Chen'i,  try  ;  and  G  ;si  erous  Adam.-^, 
Ivhithematies  aod  Naiuial  Flnlo.sophy.  Horace 
]Maim,  alterwaid.^  the  di^-tingni.'-licd  Secretary  ul  ' 
the  jVlassaclnisett;-  Foaid  of  Litueatlori,  and  snbse- 
(lucntly  Fre.  ident  of  Antioeli  Coileg-e,  and  .\aron 
Broidis  were  tut<ns,  the  latter  bem;;  at  Ibe  same 
time  libiari::n.  Fcv.  Alexander  V.  (Jriswohi, 
^.T.i)..  (V  as  Chancellor,  Hon.  .Stmnnd  Eiidy,  ►:?ec- 
retary,  and  lion.  Nicholas  Brown,  Treasurer.  Of 
ihc  twenty-nine  comp(Jsin!2^  the  chi^s  of  ISilo, 
all  but  ei'jjht  are  starreil ;  among-  the  latter 
are  Judge  A.lbert  GoUon  Greene,  J.enuicl  Hall 
and  Henry  x\ugustus  Kogers,  all  of  whom  de- 
ceased in  18(j8.  Oi'  the  pranks  piiicliocd  by  (he 
btudeuts  of  this  periotl,  there  are  \  ivid  traditions. 


but  as  botli  the  subjects  (the  venerable  horse  of  the 
Frtcsas  included,)  and  the  witnesses  have  met 
theh' last  earthly  change,  we  refrain  from  pursu- 
ing the  theme,  simply  adding  that  the  con- 
viction is  con.-,tantly  sLrengthening  in  orderly 
disjMjsed  minds,  that  all  colk  ge  nonsense 
including  '*  hiizing,  "  is  "more  honoi-ed 
i;i  the  breach  than  in  tlie  (ib,->ervanee.  "  The 
changes  that  ha\  e  taiicn  place  iu  the  c(jurse  of 
stu'i}-  and  in  student  lif«-  since  the  admini.-  tratiou 
I  of  Dr.  Mcs.:er.  aie  l)ebe\cd  to  be  advantaireous  to 
[hi;  interests  of  the  L'ni\crsity.  Comniuns  have 
been  aboli.shed,  .'-tndenis  looni  and  boartl  Avhero 
they  nlease,  and  if  l.iey  prcf.  r  may  lake  partial 
co',,r:-es.  As  our  elci''!  ly  citizen.^  er.iss  the  Uni\  er- 
.-  ity  srrounds  they  mk^s  llie  ancient  pre.-idental  ix-s- 
idence,  tlie  lumip  only  i cinaining  ;  ilie  dweliing 
tliat  ttood  on  tlu  eornci'  of  Fro-pect  a.id  George 
streets;  and  ilie  FoAven  man-io  i  next  door  east, 
I  but  their  removal  ha>  given  symmeiry  to  the  wes- 
tern e.-pl  made. 

Five  d(\e.ah'-.  aire,  our  pnbFe  schools  numbered 
five  separate  liouses ;  live  pr^ceulors  ut  a  salary 
of  i^iiOO  esich  per  annum  ;  live  in-hers  at  ^IijO 
each  jjer  imnnni  ;  and  Nlli  i  n;  ds  ;  the  cn:ii'e  ex- 
pense toi' tnilioii  beinu'  T.jO,  o,-  ■■:  1.1:5  t'.:r  eacii 
scholar,  j'h  rijb:  ot  icn.ale--  t'.»  te.adi  in  thcpul)- 
iie  sehool.i  had  no:  thcii  be:  n  je  m  tic.iM}- aeknowl- 
ei'gcd,  IK  r  h;id  the  i  o;nil:u- eclnc  ilkmal  spirit  de- 
veloped liie  idea  of  a  I  i  igji  Sei:(;ol  as  liie  crown 
bt-Mie  of  (,nr  n;  I  le  stiucluie.  Anil  yet,  modest  as 
wcic  these  ai  rai  gean  nts  and  ex[jend. tines,  we 
lo(d;  with  pride  ni)on  ni my  (-t  o  ir  prominent  eiti- 
zeiis,  U'cnd'ani:-,  manntac;  u;  t  i  ..  and  .-  '.atcr  uien, 
who  pa  sed  fr(.in  under  the  formini;-  hands  ol" 
Tlnnnas  U.  liart>hnrii,  .S'ejdiin  Faw.on.  John 
Hc.xter,  .Mo.-e.i  tJurli.-.  C'lui-toplicr  Hii),  Origin 
ih-.tchciUa-,  Josi  pli  K  .M>riin!oeU,  Fd>.ard  bca- 
giave,  Daniel  F)akcr  and  JoH'i'h  L.  fSnaw. 

Among  the  .'  cln  ol  Commii tec  of  this  yeai- are 
tl.<- names  of  Kcv.  Me.-srs. -Janies  Wilson,  Ileni-y 
Fibs,  N.  Ii.  Cri.eker,  Cai\in  F.irk,  A^a  Me  .-er, 
and  jMe.-srs.  r'alhamel  ."n'ar.e,  Jo>e|di  .S.  C'-oke, 
Abner  'Nnignian,  ilei,i>'  .J,r  k-on,  '1  Iraua'-  1*.  l\'e~, 
.hdin  How  i.nid,  Nicliofib  Frc.wn,  1  lenr\-  Fowcn, 
>^';,mi;el  W.  Di  Idgham,  :■  amuel  i;ddy,J>;(l  Mclealf, 
William- Th  i^cr,  dr.,  William  (i.  Goihlard,  J<am- 
ncl  (F  Ar.a)l  l,  i'liilip  Allen,  Thomas  F.  llak  ey, 
\\  illi  im  Willvln-on,  (iioige,  j-i 'ni  on,  lirasener 
'fait,  and  dere.ai  di  Fippiti.  In  their  'Mn>tiue- 
lioiir,  to  the  Fieccploi.-  "  ihi-.  ice  ■inniend  that  as 
f.ir  as  pi;iel'eab!e,  e.npor..l  jamihineiit  ex- 
cluded irom  the  .-cliool-.,  and  ihcy  -^eiy  wdsely 
urge  I  hem  "  ,o  imju'e.  s  (mi  tin'  ni^iiuls  of  I  lie  sidiol- 
ars  a  sense  oi' the  Feing  and  Fi  o videnee  of  (Jod, 
and  their  (;brn:ati(a!.-^  to  lovc  and  reverence  him, 
their  duty  to  their  p;;rcnt,i  and  ]  rccep! or.^,  ttie 
beauty  and  exeelli  nc}-  of  truth,  justice  and  mutual 
b.'Ve,  '  tendeiiie,--  to  bi  ii.c  creatures  tiie  hapjjy 
teiiiU  lies'  of  radl-';os  erumenl,  and  ob-'dienc'  to  liie 
(lietale.-:  ol  rea.-^ou  iiini  i\  liu'icni,  the  olisei  vance  of 
tile  Sabf)aih  ;  sa  :-aeied  li.sliln;i(Mi,  the  duly  wiiich 
they  owe  to  their  country  and  the  nci  c.->ily  oi  a 
sii  iet  obedii  nee  to  its  hiw.- ;  and  that  they  caution 
(hem  ;.gain:d  ilie  J)ie\ ailing  \  ices." 

W'e  do  not  lliiuk  that  better  c0!inr-cl  could  lie 
given  now  ,  aiid  w  e  tear  it  i-  not  less  needed  in 
1^70  than  it  wa-  in  FSjU.  At  all  (  \cnls,  we  reCi.m- 
mend  to  our  honored  eoiuiiiillec  lids  wa  rihy  <  x- 
aniple  of  iKii  enlal  sidicitude,  and  v,  e  liope  the 
teaelnr^  oi  our  youth,  mind. id  >  I'tl  e  respmisiblc 
cln-ige  they  have  a.-:  nut  d.  will  n;  e  l  lu  ir  giand 
oi'portunities  to  in.tn  into  ilu  mind,-,  of  liieir 
pupils  tliat  love  ol  country  and  tho-e  lolly  .-enli- 
ments  of  integrity  and  virlne  alike  vital  to  tlic 
fwrnialion  oi  a  noLde  iier.'-./iial  cliarai'^er  and  to  the 
safetv  of  liiC  bt.ite. 

At'this  time  Jesse  IFn  twell  w  as  Frincipal  of  the 
Fatiu  Academy,  "near  the  College,"  and  ;:iteplieii 
Taylor   Frlneii);d    of  an   Academy   "a  few  rods 
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BOLitli  of  Mr.  Edes's  IMt-ctiiiij  Hoasc-"'  Among 
the  tea'.'licrs  oi  private  Hchoolsj  were  Moses 
Noj  es,  Luther  Aiiuswortli,  John  Lawton,  Oliver 
Aii<;ell,  Gcoi-e  Taft,  Mi^a  Mtuy  Baleli,  Miss  liar- 
riet  Thilbrocik,  Ml.^s  \VaU.>,  Mi-sllebceea  Nieliol.-;, 
unci  jMi.-s  Mary  1).  Sprai^ue. 

it  would  bc'intere.-ir.i-i;  and  instructive  to  enter 
into  a  survey  of  the  oni:'in  and  progress  of  (tur 
l)ublie  sehools,  from  17i)-,  wKeii  liov.  Jabe;-: 
licnveu  drew  up  a  repcnl  einbr.aiii^  a  jilan  oi'a 
bystem  uhich  \\'as  prestMled  to  the  town,  and  un- 
Avif<ely  rejected,  and  pur.- U''  (he  course  of  event-^ 
until  1701,  wlieu  Kcv.  Dr.  .M.niain;;  as  eli  di-man 
of  a  connniliei',  drc  w  up  another  rrixn't  wliich  wa.s 
laid  bef.ire  the  Fi  eemen  (jf  llu'  tov.n,  eoudilioii- 
nlly  adopted,  tlieii  siiil'Med  tw  clumber,  tliea  re- 
vived, then  lulled  iut-o-leep  ajA^ain,  ajul  apparently 
for^-otten,  until  under  the  judicious  lea  U-i.-diip  of 
John  I^J^^hlud  a  new  infeivs:  was  awai.eueti,  ipul 
an  inliiu;;nee  was  i)rc)ujj,'hl  to  bi'ar  ui)on  le'/isLuiou 
that  in  1^00  idtinialed  in  a  law  e -t.ilibshiu-j,-  free 
schools;  lull  this  must  be  re.-erved  for  another 
occasion;  and  while  we  uole  m  uw  eh;ui'4-es  and 
marked  inii)i (;\'euu  iiis  in  tin?  coUi'.ruetiou  of 
school  hoiiMS  :iiid  i.i  methods  (/t  insliuelioii, 
we  can  ne\  i f  ihinboflhi'  laii  )r.- of  th  it  iiu'omi- 
table  C(jryp!ieu~- (n' the  IMue  iii;inal  e  iuse,  \vho, 
seeonded  iiy  kin  Irtd  -;)iri'.s,  e-;ai)li^hed  wu  a  tiriu 
basis  au  iiisii!  u!iii>i  ^liom^ly  opc'sed  I'y  the  ex- 
tremes (;f  society.  ^v■ii.h(Ull  a  ri-in;;-  oi  !^-ra!ilade 
fur  the  boon  llnr-  seemed  to  uubo  n  ;i'enera(io<is. 
No  hiLdier  compliment  lo  liis  sound  juditine-at  and 
al)ilii>'cau  be  e.uieeived,  than  that  such  men  as 
Tiesident  Maxey,  Dr.^.  lliiencock  und(ia..(), 
"W  illiam  Jtuies  a  id  -lames  liui':  ill,  membi'is 
of  the  first  CMininii !ec,  .-  inuiid  have  a->i'rned  to 
lum  the  U(jriv  .A  j 'iTpai  in-' the  rules  ami  rf;j;ala- 
tions,  and  ariMiiudi:;-  liie  CMur.-e  <  I  .- Indies  i  i  the. 
schools.  Com[>are  the  ,-elio  )!•■  ol'  l-SJU  with  their 
81(i  ])upils,  wiih  the  :  ciiocd  .  of  b- 7i).  rei-isU'rhr-r 
and  -ivlio  will  n.,t  l"el  i)ruud  of  the  con- 
trast ? 

'I'lu;  peo|  Ic  of  I'i'ovKk-.nee  li  iv.-  alw  ivs  been  pa- 
triotic. i\  love  oi  eouiil: y  ha  i  been  a  dis- 
tinct trail  fr<tm  ilie  licjiimh;^'.  In  t'ae  war  wf  the 
Kevcdiilinn,  she  s/ni  he.  b -si  ^ ans  iii't.  ihc 
h'-ldto  delend  I  lie  Tmhls  of  the' Ool.uff,.  :n;-a"mst 
the  nsur[»stion.(  of  power,  aad  to  .n'cure  a  Na- 
tionality, and  ia  the  late  Wiir  of  the  Kebellion. 
slip  Coniriiiuled,  in  !d^e  inanaia-,  ol' her  si  reiu (  ii 
to  p'M'iietiial  '  the  Union,  fioui  1 7.>.'»,  I  he  anui- 
Vtu'saiy  ol'  )nd  pendenee  w  i>  acredly  observed 
L)\'  military  a  ,d  eivie  proe:'s  ion^,  oi-ations,  and  in 
siuh  other  wi.y  a>  tended  t'.  ])> (\-;e:  ve  a  li vely 
sense  oi  the  ble--iiiir.-^  ot  a  -oNernmmt.  In 
1.^20  we.  liiid  tlie  oM  fii  e  st  ill  bnrniiiu-,  wii  li  un- 
dimined  llaaie,  and  the  birlh-ilay  of  our  iN' itioii 
was  observed  with  llirpouij)  ami  circums(;iiKe  id 
earlier  years  'IMie  town  anp  aiiU  d  l:^tiwar(l  Cac- 
riii-^toii,  Jcdin  l^i.rlile,  and  Willi  un  Blod'.!:et,  a 
C'.)mmittee  of  arraiiL'.ement.-,  the  duties  oi'  winch 
tlicy  ap|.ear  tv)  have  di.-charued  in  an  acceplal;le 
manner.  (J(jlom  l  Samuel  Y.  Atwell  '.vas  Mar.-.hal 
of  the  day.  A  proeesdon  of  citi/a-ns,  town. 
Slate  and  United  t>t  dcs  dii^nitai  ies  was  loi'ined  ou 
the  "Great  Hrid-e,"  and  escort  iluty  \\'as  a-si;^iu'd 
lo  the  Independent  la.t;'ht  DiaLXoous,  Col.  liieh- 
mond ;  IinlepeiuUMd  Volunteers,  C'ol.  Sayles 
Will^ur;  Firat  ia.^hl  Infantiy,  Cajitaiii  Sleiilum 
K,  Kathlxme;  Indi'peudi  ut  Y'adets,  Lieu!.  Col. 
(ieoriic  Jiaker;  and  the  Lidependent  United 
Train  of  x\rlillery,  Col.  dhomas  Cle.i^e.  Jf  was  a 
j;i"and  displiv,  and  worlhv  the  occasion.  The 
line  of  Jiiarch  v.a^  down  .-'oalli  M  in  ^tre;d,  up 
Power,  up  Lcne!it,  down  la/',\eii  r.i.d  lhroui;h 
North  Mam  to  tiie  Fir.-i  ll  .pii  I  Meetin^diou-e, 
where  an  oralion.  ''re|dete  wuh  patrio! ie  iecliay"," 
Wild  delivered  by  the  latclLm.  William  \l.  Staples. 


!  At  the  close  of  the  exercises  the  procession  was 
i  re-foimed,  and  after  marchin<;  through  several 
streets  on  the   we.-t  side,  returned  to  the  brittge 
and  there  dismissed. 

Two  OI  tiie  com])aaies  above  mentioned  have 
beeome  extiu-.  t,  m/.:  the 'Volunteers  and  Cadets. 
Tue  < '.uk'is  wci  c  ehartered  in  17i>8.    The  charier 
memljcrs  wei  e  Ge  n-;i-e  K.   Ihirrill,  John  .Martin, 
Jr.,  i^hilio  Crapo,  Caleb  Bow.  rs,  William  lilod- 
1  get,  Jr.,  Gcoru-e  W-  Cu-^hing.  t^vivc-ter  G.  Wlii])- 
I  pie,  Wdliain  IL  William-.  dLauy  Kiee,  Jr.,  Fd- 
I  wa.ixl  .\born,  William  IL  omilu,  Ar  ;n,di  Tin^h-y, 
Jotin  Sinn  i\  Fdw;ird  Carriir4i>>u,  Tlioiii.is Tln-mp- 
.-oii,  Nalhanii  l   i.Olne-y.  Am  is  i  ."'.lason,  Sylvamis 
.MarLin,  Banj  ie-da  llop  nn,  Jr.,  Asa  Ames,  Paul 
Allen,  dr.,  dast  ph  J.  fodil,  Chri  topia  i-  Khodcs, 
j  l-".  leg  A b  n  il,  AuiiMstu^  Larn.'d.  J.dni  Kenuicutt, 
John   li.   Lalcli,   J;'hn   T.    Langioid,  Nicholas 
Coolce.  dr.,  ami   Saniiad  lirowii.    In  the  war  of 
lSl-2,  the  (.'ade  s   rv  ndered  valiianle  service  as  a 
Home  (lU  1.(1.    ln]S]7,  when  Fie<ident  Monroe 
visiti'd  i'r.)\ idence,    they  performed  escort  duty, 
i  111  b^dl,  ihe  Company  campo -ed  a  i)art  oi  the  i^'irst 
iLhode  Isl  ind  Uegrii'  iitof  t!i;ee  moniiis  volun- 
teers, and  i)artieipa;ed  In  the  battle  of  Bull  Run. 
It  is  a  cause  for  regret  tha.t  a  loaipany  ha\  ing  so 
lionoratde  a  rec  nd"  should  have  ueeiii  suifered  to 
di.-appa  ir  I'rom  anioug  our  mditaiy  organizations. 

E3  iiiiiniiily. 

In  the  d  ly  oC  which  we  write  our  town  was  hu- 
mane, a;  well  as  i-airio'ic.  'flie  Providence  Cir.iri- 
lable  Society  wa-,  doing  its  work  ul  .-^ympatiiy. 
Tlie  I'rovideiice  Marine  Soeii'ty  w  as  c^ariiiL^  lor  the 
neetls  of  ilec  i\- 'd  .-hij)  ma^t"r.-  and  ilieii'  families. 
The  Masonic  Fiatciidiy  ware  taki  ig  vare  of  thi'ir 
own.  The  .Meehanie.- Assoei;ition  w  as  aiding  .siek 
membar^  ami  providing  i"  r  -^i  pulelir.d  rite-.  The 
churches  miniS'Cred  to  neiaiy  one.^  of  their  com- 
mmiion.  I'enevcdent  indi\ i'tnaU  h  id  their  pi  ivate 
l)iaisioners.  C)u  each  ThanksLi,ivin:,^  day  motley 
crowds  gathcrtnl  around  the  Old  .Market  to 
SCI  amble  if  u' i.':cneroiis  sni)plie3  (U"  nu  .ds  or  tur- 
keys provided  at  the  co.-.t  of  a  tew  large  Intarted 
ciiijcens.  Put  with  the. growth  of  the  tow  n  unld  it 
desa-loped  into  a  full  blow  n  City,  lluM-ewere  wants 
.ind  eoiiduions  wdneli  tliese  humanitarian  ajipli- 
ances  did  noi  in  at.  Then  came  Fbenez;.'r  Knight 
De.Kle; 's  ni.iLiiniieent  bi  iielaetion  for  ''ameliora- 
ting the  coiidiliiai  of  the  Uiilortimite  poor/'  out 
ot  w  hich  .-pi  an;;  the  A  yliim  bca.riin;- his  name, 
'fill  11  caiiii'  a  '•.■shel'er"  for  c 'iored  children,  a 
Chddiea'.-  Friiaid  Sociely,  and  in  |s|i>  ;\  Mini.-try- 
at-karge,  adtlre-.-iiiJC  ii-(di  to  the  work  of  reliev- 
ing the  want  -  of  the  de-titnte,  and  of  elevatinu- 
the  mor.d  and  social  conditi  >n  (ji  the  ncLilected 
cla-ses— an  instilnlioii  of  the  Irnesi  Christian  ca- 
tholicity, and  wliose  bemdieenl  inlliience  upon  vital 
iiiterei-i;'.  of  our  city,  .■-hoiild  secure  to  it  a  constant 
and  iil  ei.d  maieri;.!  support.  After  this  the  l^rov- 
iilence  Aid  feocicty  had  an  eiglit  ye  ir.i  life  of  use- 
lid  ne-s  and  then  sus|ieud(al  iis  labor.s  ;  the  Young 
.Men's  Christian  Union  came  into  being,  and  for 
several  ye  ir.  did  an  important  wa)rk;  the  Chris- 
tian Associ  itioii  coinuu'nc.;d  a  u.>eful career  which 
it  still  pursues  ;  the.  Fuel  iSoci^  ty,  one  of  our 
worthiest  ciiaiities,  the  l)i>pensaiy,  the  Children's 
Mis:  i(m,  tlie  Ma.iaei's  Bethel,  the  Union  foi- 
Caii  lian  Wcnlc,  the  Women's  City  Missionary 
Socudy,  and  we  know  not  liow  many  others,  arc 

I  putting  lorth  edorls  to  w.ard  olf  social  evibs  and 
to  lif:  the  (  xposcd  lo  a  higher  jdaiie  of  sctairity. 
If  our  city  does  not  in  ii.^  moral  aspects  becoiiie 
as  one  set  on  a  hill,  shining  in  the  beauty  of 
h  .liii'  ss,  it  will  ou  iii'.^  lather  (o  tliat  perversity 
in  hiinian  nature  of  w  hieli  a  too  mueh  neglected 
volume  speaks,  tiiat  choo.-^es  darkiie.-s  in  prefer- 

I  cue  •-  to  light,  than  to  any  rela.Yatiou  of  Christian 

'  endeavor. 


CJoiiclii»)ioai. 

As  we  take  into  our  mental  vision  the  appear- 
ance of  our  city  as  ii  was  at  tlie  coinmenccuient 
of  Ilje  half  century  we  now  culeliratc,  time  and 
si>acc  would  fail  us  iu  wliich  to  record  all  uf  tiie 
old  that  has  pasted  away  aud  of  the  new  liiat 
every  \vhere  u)cets  the  gaze  as  so  mau}''  monu- 
ments of  progress  among  us.  Then,  'but  few 
stately  dweilurgs  adoiucd  our  streets,  declariiig 
the  oijulenee  of  their  occupants,  aud  no  school 
buildings  like  the  Thayer  street,  Bridgham, 
and  the  Federal  St.,  yet  uneoni])leted,  to  tell  of  a(l- 
vaucing  educational  ideas.  Then  we  had  no  spac- 
ious busiiie.^-5  blocks  like  the  What  Cheer,  Ar- 
nold's, Cougdon's,  Parson'.-,  McNcal's,  Howard, 
Curry  Sz  liichaids,  Duncan's,  llcynolds,  Black- 
stone,  Fletcher's  and  the  Atlantic,  and  no  b:iuk 
buildings  like  the  Bank  of  C(uumcrce,  the  Mer- 
chants and  the  B  udc  of  North  America.  Then, 
we  had  no  Athena.niui.  no  Asyhun  for  the  InMiui-, 
no  Public  ilo-pital,  no  llonie  for  the  Aged 
Women,  no  lletuim  School,  no  Public  liall 
ada[)ted  to  the  gathering'  of  mass  uieeiiiigs,  no 
City  Hotel,  (that  came  m  18;]2,)  no  separate  la- 
boratory building  lor  our  University,  no  Manning 
Hall,  \viln  its  Cullege  kibraiy,  no  Histor- 
ical Society,  to  gather  up  and  pix'scrve  the  ma- 
teriids  that  tell  the  stoiy  of  thei)ast,  no  railroad 
conjuiunieutiou  with  Botttm,  Worcester,  New- 
port and  New  York,  no  lines  of  electric  wire  thut 
as  now  place  us  in  speaking  relations  with  all  our 
vastcountrv  and  with  most  of  the  ei\ ili/.ed  world, 
no  telegraphic  lire  alarm,  no  Sw  an  IN/uit  Ceme- 
tery, beaulided  by  monumental  architeeiure,  no 
omnibuses,  no  street  hor.-e  cars,  no  Wa.-hiijglou 
Bridge,  imiting  Canal  street  and  E\chan>ie  Phice  ; 
and  not  even  in  (uubryo,  a  Public  Park  ai  Field's 
Point,  ov  a  Bridj^e  spanning  the  river  from 
South  AVater  to  Point  streets.  AVithout  an 
emotion  of  hiuniliation,  we  freely  acknow- 
ledge tluit  Providence  iu  1(S20,  was  largely 
<lelicient  in  many  things  m)w  consid- 
ered essential  to  a  condition  of  material  prosperi- 
,ty ;  and  while  w  e  keenly  appreciate  the  taste, 
refined  culture  aiul  weallu  that  lifty  years  has 
brought  us,  we  candidly  confess  to  a  slight  sensa- 
tion of  "onpleasantnesa"  as  our  eyes  rest  upon  oiu- 
tax  bill  for  1801),  aud  an  involuntary  si^rh  escapes 


us  as  we  are  reminded  of  the  halcyon  days  when 
an  assessment  of  25  or  :]0  ccnt-^  on  eacli  hundred 
dollars  our  townsmen  claimed  to  be  worth,  was 
considered  ample  to  defray  the  annual  public 
charges.  At  a  town  meeting  iiehi  Aoril  1'.),  ls-J(i, 
a  ta.\  of  c!L'0,()0()  was  oixlei  etl  to  be  assessed  upon 
the  ratable  pi-oj^crty  of  the  citizens.  In  loGU,  the 
city  tax  \v:is  t<l^-2()>,o\>:>  (i;!,  inchuling  street  as- 
sessments, rated  at  vl  22  on  e.u'h  clOU. 

But  w  e  borrow  no  trouble  lor  l  he  future.  Sufli- 
cienL  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  The  fulurc 
must  care  for  (he  things  of  i;.-eli".  We  do  not  be- 
lieve that  all  the  go^Al  wa^  the  cvelusiyc  inheri- 
tance of  the  pa-t.  We  believe  in  good  no^v  aiul 
in  good  to  come.  The  wise  king,  pci  iuqts  ti'ac- 
ing  events  tii  it  had  made  his  capital  llie  glory  of 
his  reign,  once  said  in  proi)he*li':  mood,  "Tiic 
thing  that  hath  been,  i[  is  that  wuieh  shall  be  ;  and 
that  wliieh  is  d-me,  is  th;it  which  .-hall  be  <!o.ic." 
So  ^vc  S  O'  of  our  cil}-.  A  half  centuiy  has  i-olled 
u\>  for  h(3r  a  pi  ospi  rity  scv'ond  to  no  sister  ei'v  ni 
the  band.  In  weaiih,  iu  pi-oportior^  to  ])opul:ilion, 
Providence  leads  then)  all.  lier  geograi)hic.il  posi- 
tion, her  material  resources,  ami  her  inCelliiience 
aid  entcri)rise,  give  a.,sur:wice  that  here  as  in 
renutte  auticpiity,  the  thing  that  haih  been,  is  that 
wiiieh  shall  be.  A  Lreat  a. id  inere.i  >inLi"ly  pro.— 
jieroiis  future  k;  befoic,  her.  Her  bu.-iiiess  men, 
Wv'  think,  comprehend  Ih.;  siniaiic;u  Let  pru- 
denee  and  a  neeouiiag  economy  rule  in  all  public 
mja>ure-,  and  we  may  hope  that  no  sliadow  will 
rest  uiiou  her  growtii  an<l  inllnenee.  To  aid  in  ad- 
vancing her  maici  i  d  intei  t  si-  and  her  moral  i>owcr 
the  Joi.'icNAi,  was  e-i  ihli  h^d.  For  lifty  years  it 
has  consisteiitl\' ;ul  vocalrd  tiie  iu.lnslrie.^'that  have 
nnulc  our  city  what  siic  now  is.  \Vc  looiv.  over  the 
files  of  the  l)a^t  with  :  ati -faction.  We  reveifuce 
our  predecessors  in  the  edit  -rial  chai.'.  We  are 
gralilicd  for  the  l:i\  vv  wiih  which  oui-  labor.-,  h  ive 
been  received,  and  tor  the  satisfactory  returns 
they  have  secured.  'J'hc  cireul.ition  and  businiss 
of  the  JouitNAL  were  never  beiore  so  large  as  now. 
In  the  future,  if  indusiry,  lil)i'ral  CApendiLures, 
a  faithful  support  of  the  various  business  anil  so- 
cial interests  tin!  make  a  Stale  strong  and  iiilluen- 
tial,  shall  lender  us  v.orihy  of  continued  suc  cess, 
we  are  sure,  in  our  own  case,  the  tiling  that  hath 
been,  i.s  iiiAT  vviucii  siiAi.i.  ni:. 
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